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THE EAST GERMAN STATE: 


Has It Feet of Clay? 


T.e. title “Democratic Republic” sounds nowhere 
more hollow than when applied to the present govern- 
ment of East Germany. Its rulers can scarcely be reas- 
sured by recent events in Hungary, where the instru- 
ments of power in the hands of the ruling elite have 
perforce been turned against the people in whose name 
they profess to rule. It is the purpose of this article 
to note some of the major features of this “Republic” 
and to seek to evaluate its points of strength and its 
areas of weakness. 


SOVIET ADVANTAGES 


In installing the puppet regime in their zone of occupa- 
tion, the Soviet rulers had three major points of pos- 
sible advantage. First, they had at their disposal the 
large Junker estates, which most of the world agreed 
should be divided. Thus the land reform should have 
pleased the beneficiaries, and should have brought to 
the government a broad popular support from the 
peasants. This advantage was not pressed; crushing 
agricultural quotas discouraged the tillers of the land 
at the outset. More important still, the history of such 
“reforms” in Russia convinced the East German farmers 
that collectivization would follow in short order. This 
they have not wanted. Many are not waiting for it, 
for farmers make up a good portion of the refugees 
who leave the “Republic” at a rate of 1,000 per day. 

The population of the seven Lander or provinces 
comprising the East German state has been traditionally 
socialistic. Thus the workers would not normally be 
opposed to the basic objectives of socialization. Yet 
the regime seems to have failed signally to enlist the 
loyalty of the workers, who tor some uncanny reason 
are largely unmoved by socialist inventives. The barrage 
Dr. Harold B. Kuhn is Professor of Philosophy of Religion at 
Asbury Theological Seminary, Wilmore, Ky. Summer after 
summer he has carried on an educational and evangelistic 
ministry to Russian zone refugees in Germany. He holds the 


B.A. from John Fletcher College, and the S.T.M. and Ph.D. 
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of agitative propaganda seems to annoy and disgust 
them, so that the new political orientation fails to 
“take” on them 

The intellectuals of this land have been traditionally 
tolerant of bureaucratic administration and generally 
responsive to official dictation and to state planning. 
Why, then, has the regime failed to win the general 
support of the intelligentsia? 

Leaders in East Berlin official circles complain of the 
ideological indifference among the intellectual classes. 
Conversations with those who flee to the West reveal, 
however, that there is much active opposition to the 
dogmatism of Marxist science. As one trained physicist 
told the writer, he faced the choice of assenting to the 
dogmas stemming from dialectical materialism (at the 
expense of tonslincetl honesty.) or of rejecting them 
and in consequence running afoul of the regime. He 
chose the latter alternative. 

One cannot avoid the impression that the Commu- 
nist party and the major classes of the East German 
population are separated by a lack of rapport. With the 
exception of the events of June, 1953, this has gen- 
erally manifested itself in passive antagonism. Rulers 
and subjects appear in the form of two opponents in 
a battle of attrition, each determined to wear down 
the other. 


WEAKNESSES OF GOVERNMENT 

The causes underlying the weakness of the govern 
ment of Pieck, Ulbrich, Grotewohl and others are 
numerous. The government began under the handicap 
of having been installed by a conqueror. It has never 
been able to make the smallest logical claim to rest 
upon the popular will. Indeed, its leaders seem to feel 
no need to establish such a base of support. They 
have, moreover, been embarrassed by their own preten- 
sion to sovereignty. At the demand of their Soviet 
masters, they have insisted that they headed a govern- 
ment which could make up its own mind. This pre- 
vented any candid statement to their subjects of 
precisely which powers remained in their hands and 
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which were reserved to the Kremlin. This failure to 
take the people into its confidence has compelled the 
regime to bear the responsibility for the repressive 
acts and arbitrary decisions which, in part at least, have 
been imposed upon it from without. 

A further feature tending to alienate the government 
from its citizens is the exactness with which it main- 
tains the features which are part of the ritual of com- 
munist dictatorship. These are: rigid censorship of 
press and mails, constant internal espionage, senseless 
restrictions upon travel into and out of the country, 
the secret police and a brutal administration of the 
penal code. Most of these seem senseless to the outsider, 
while to the insider they bear no obvious relation to 
the achievement of the goals set by the rulers for 
the land. 


BRUTE FORCE 

The Party itself, hated by the masses, maintains 
itself in power by brute force. It rationalizes its posi- 
tion by posing, through endless propaganda media, as 
the agent of transformation, which promises a glorious 
tomorrow through planned and managed change. Con- 
versations with refugees from all classes fail to support 
the view that this appeal finds much popular response. 

The regime justifies its rigid control of the social 
and cultural life of the land upon this basis, namely, 
that it must discipline in order to reform. Propagandistic 
attacks upon the West as decadent continue monoto- 
nously. Life is designedly austere, and no major con- 
cessions are made to the demands of the masses for 
emotional relaxation, save such minor ones as the 
qualified tolerance of jazz and lipstick. 

The governing clique lack much of the creative 
inspiration which their counterparts in the Soviet 
Union may at times experience. In Russia there is 
some measure of realism in the adaptation of measures 
to conditions in the land. In East Germany, on the 
other hand, the processes of the Kremlin are applied 
without creative imagination to a situation that is 
radically different. This creates an air of unreality, a 
feeling that the land is a stage upon which an uncon- 
vincing drama is being played. It is against this feeling 
of unreality that the instruments of official propaganda 
work with fervor and without great apparent success. 


IMPERMANENCE OF TWO GERMANYS 
In the light of the foregoing factors, the East German 


government seems a strange combination of strength 
and weakness. It is difficult to weigh the one against 
the other. It is doubtful whether the East German 


officials expect their government to survive for long 
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should Germany be reunited. This may account for 
their continued demands for recognition of their state, 
and for the pressure of Vice-Premier Otto Nuschke 
upon the Church of East Germany to acknowledge its 
permanence. These and similar actions bear witness 
to a possible doubt in their minds as to whether the 
impossible situation of two Germanys can long be 
maintained. 

It is well known that East Germany is predominantly 
Protestant. The Evangelical (Protestant) Church has 
attracted wide attention for its courageous resistance to 
the encroachments of the regime. Dr. Jacob, Bishop 
of Cottbus, declared in Berlin last June that the Church 
would accept no compromise with atheism and would 
resist the “theoretical and material godlessness” that 
underlies the dialectical materialism to which the 
government professes such slavish adherence. 

The Church in East Germany operates currently 
upon the basis of the agreement which Premier Grote- 
wohl signed with Bishop Otto Dibelius on June 10, 
1953. This agreement was secured by the prompt and 
courageous action of Bishop Dibelius and provided 
for a reduction of the many forms of harassment of 
the Church by Red officials. It promised, among other 
things, a review of the sentences of imprisoned pastors, 
relaxation of regulations upon public services and the 
readmission of youth expelled from schools because of 
church attendance. 


A SECULAR CONFIRMATION 


The major thrust of the government's attack upon the 
Church has been against the youth work, the Junge 
Gemeinde. At no point has the war of attrition against 
the Church been pursued with more ingenuity. Know- 
ing the place which Church confirmation held in the 
mind of the German people, the regime introduced 
its own secularized version of confirmation, the 
Jugendweihe, or Youth Dedication. This is an im- 
pressive ceremony, urged upon all East German 
children “who wish to become loyal citizens” and 
arranged to coincide with the time of Church con- 
firmation, generally during Holy Week. 

Bishop Dibelius spoke promptly for the Church, 
condemning the Jugendweihe and laid down the 
general principle that a youth cannot participate in 
both Church confirmation and the state's “youth 
dedication.” The outcome of the struggle is at this 
moment still in doubt. There can be no doubt that 
the long-range objective of the government is the 
destruction of the Christian Church. At present, the 
regime tolerates the Church, provided it “refuses to 
become a refuge for reactionary circles”—meaning that 
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it may take no part in any movement to restore freedom 
to the people of East Germany. 

The struggle for the minds of the youth continues. 
The F.J.D. (Free German Youth) compels its mem- 
bers (numbering some 2,000,000) to pledge to destroy 
“capitalist moral standards and superstition”; in other 
words, to obliterate the Christian religion and the ethics 
which it seeks to inculcate. Youth who refuse to par- 
ticipate in Youth Dedication are barred from univer- 
sities and incur other serious handicaps. 


THE WEIGHT OF RESTRICTIONS 


It is difficult for the outsider to imagine the weight of 
restrictions under which the Church in East Germany 
operates. A pastor may not be transferred from one 
parish to another, save under most unusual circum- 
stances. His income is less than that of common 
laborers, averaging about $30 a month. His children 
may not enter schools for higher education, and he 
and his family are in constant peril of arrest for some 
imaginary or real infraction of obscure bureaucratic 
regulations. This writer’s knowledge of these pastors 
indicates that they are overworked, tired, poorly paid 
but withal courageous in their determination to 
perform their duties in the fear of the Lord. 

The larger ministry of the Church is curtailed in 
every way imaginable. A church may receive little 
or no help from the outside; it may export no funds 
whatsoever. While the supply of paper for atheistic 
literature is abundant, the publication of religious 
periodicals is rigidly controlled because of “paper short- 
ages.” Home missions are rigidly curtailed; all but a 
handful of the Railway Missions ministering to the 
aged, the infirm and mothers traveling with children 
have recently been closed. 

It is clear that the regime tolerates the Church solely 
because it finds her obliteration too costly. This tolera- 
tion is a temporary expedient, until the older genera- 
tion dies, and until a new generation can be trained in 
atheism. Meanwhile Vice-Premier Nuschke (a mem- 
ber of the Christian Democratic Union who is cur- 
rently tolerated in the government) advises “a united 
front” and suggests that there is no time for controversy 
over religion or “other minor issues.” 


A LIGHT IN THE NIGHT 


Today the East German Church finds herself on the 
defensive in this conflict of wills with the State. She 
is the only significant bridge between her unhappy 
land and the free world. Within her tight frontiers, 
she is exerting an influence which is surprising when 
measured against her problems. There is reason to 
believe that as she cannot extend herself laterally, she 


is finding her own spiritual life deepened through her 
sufferings, and that as she can draw but little from 
the Church outside her frontiers, she is drawing more 
heavily from the resources of her Living Head. 

In the meantime the people of East Germany live 
in their meager and monotonous world, while their 
rulers live in isolation from them in their own world 
of words and of perfectly coherent ideological dogmas. 
Many from all walks of life can bear the stifling and 
unreal atmosphere no longer. By the hundreds, these 
walk away, making their way to East Berlin, and thence 
across the border into the refugee installations in Free 
Berlin. Others cross the border temporarily, upon the 
pretext of visiting relatives, and spend a few cherished 
hours breathing the better air of the free world. 

If and when Germany is reunited, and if the present 
government of East Germany is liquidated, the question 
of what legacy the regime will leave behind is a crucial 
one. One dares to hope that such a time will reveal 
that the East German Church has been largely sig- 
nificant in keeping alive the ideas and ideals of 
Christian civilization during the long night of com- 
munist rule. END 





WE QUOTE: 


ROBERT C. COOK 
Director, Population Reference Bureau 


In our finite world indefinite multiplication of people 
must eventually pass any possible optimum. Standing 
room only becomes a possibility in no very long time 
. . . In about 4% centuries population density of the 
entire 52 million square miles of the earth’s land surface 
would be some 25,000 persons per square mile. That 
is the concentration on Manhattan Island today. . 
Considering how much desert, arctic, and mountain 
land is uninhabitable, it is not too soon to give serious 
consideration to the question of population optimum 
for this unexpansible planet.—in “The Population 
Bomb,” Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, Vol. XII, 
No. 8 (Oct., 1956), p. 296. 


LORD BOYD ORR 
Director-General, FAO, from 1945 to 1948 


Our immediate problem is the provision of food for say 
5,000 million by 2,000 A.D. and possibly a further 
2,000 million in the following twenty-five years. . . . 
The limit to food production is neither lack of knowl- 
edge nor physical obstacles of soil or climate. The limit 
is imposed by economic factors. The amount of any 
food a farmer produces is determined not by what is 
possible but by what he hopes to sell at a remunerative 
price.—in “Science and Hunger,” Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists, Vol. XII, No. 8 COct., 1956), pp. 309 f. 
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n a beautiful Sunday afternoon a year ago, five 
6) young women were asking God for two things 
regarding their husbands: that they might be _per- 
mitted to contact the Auca Indians again, and that 
they might be protected. As we sat in our jungle 
homes here in Ecuador, two in Arajuno, one in Shan- 
dia and two in Shell Mera, we little dreamed of 
the answer God was then giving. He answered both 
of those prayers, but, as is often the case with Him 
whose thoughts are as far above ours as the heavens 
are high above the earth, His answer far transcended 
what we had in mind. 


SILENCE ON THE SAND STRIP 


lhe second contact was given. Probably at about two- 
thirty in the afternoon at least ten Aucas arrived at 
the strip of sand where the men had set up their little 
camp. Having seen them some time earlier from the 
airplane, approaching the beach, the pilot had reported 
to his wife the anticipated contact. We can imagine the 
five, then, as the forest rang with their praises. They 
sang hymns together, committed themselves to the 
Lord once more and eagerly prepared for their longed- 
for visitors. It was not long before savage yells, in- 
stead of hymns of praise, echoed through the forest, 
polished wooden spears slashed through the air and 


When Curistianity Topay inquired about the burden in 
the hearts of the five widows of the Auca ambush in Ecuador 
(January 23, 1956), their reply suggested that this article 
might appear anonymously, since it mirrors the mood of all 
five women. Their scribe, however, was Elisabeth Howard 
Elliot. Graduated from Wheaton College ('48) with a Greek 
major, she studied Spanish in Ecuador and, with a view to 
Scripture translation, studied the Colorado and Quichua lan- 
guages in the west and east jungles there. In 1953 she 
married missionary-martyr Jim Elliot. Today at Shandia, on 
the headwaters of the Napo River, one of the main tributaries 
of the Amazon, where the only communication with the out- 
side world is by radio and airplane, she works alone in Bible 
translation, literacy work among women, teaching and medi- 
cal work at a government accredited school for boys. Mar- 
jorie Saint is now serving in Quito as hostess of the guest 
house for HCJB (The Voice of the Andes). Barbara You- 
derian continues to serve in the Ecuadorean jungles, at the 
outstation of Cangaime among the Jivaro headhunters. Olive 
Fleming plans to return to the United States to serve in the 
office of The Fields, a religious publication. Marilou Mc- 
Cully manages a home for missionary children in Quito. 
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The Prayer of the Five Widows 









five young men lay dead on the Rio Curaray. Silence 
closed once more over the stand strip, and those beloved 
Indians returned nonchalantly to their thatched homes, 
to recount another killing to their waiting families. 

The asked-for contact had been given. But what 
about the protection? 


PROTECTION FROM DISOBEDIENCE 


When the Lord Jesus prayed to His Father, as recorded 
in the seventeenth chapter of John, He asked, too, for 
protection for those whom the Father had given Him. 
For what purpose? “. . . that they may be one, as we 
are.” Protection from what? “. . . that thou shouldst 
keep them from the evil one.” Each one of our five men, 
years before, had asked for the whole accomplishment 
of God's will in him at any cost, to the end that Christ 
be glorified. The Evil One is determined, however, that 
Christ shall not be glorified. But, in making them 
obedient men, God had answered the prayer of His Son, 
the prayer of the men themselves and the prayer ol 
their wives. The adversary did not succeed in turning 
them aside from God's highest purpose. They were 
protected from that most fearful of all dangers, dis 
obedience. They loved God above all else. “Herein is 
the love of God, that ye keep his commandments.” 
The prayer of our hearts today, of the widows who 
remain, is the same, that Christ may be glorified. 


CHRIST’S GLORY IN SOME AUCAS 

First of all, we continue asking for that which moti 
vated the men from the beginning of the project—that 
Christ may be glorified in some Aucas. The contact 
God gave to the five was only one step in the opening 
of the fast-closed doors to that tribe. 

Nor was it the first step. Others had thought 
and prayed for years about them, asking for an en- 
trance, flying over the territory in search of their 
whereabouts, seeking a way to carry to them the Word 
of Life. 

Some of the five men had long borne them before 
the Lord, asking for their salvation and committing 
themselves to God for them. 

Now, thousands of Christians in all parts of the 
world have learned of them and are praying. 

For us who have been most closely touched by the 
death of the five, there could be no greater joy than 
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to know at last that the blood of our husbands has been 
the seed of the Auca church. Our hearts go out to the 
very ones whose strong brown arms sent flying the 
lances that killed our loved ones, for we know that they 
walk in darkness, knowing not even the name of Him 
who is more than life to us. And how shall they 
hear without a preacher? 

So—we ask for those whom God has prepared to be 
sent to the Aucas and only those. A well-meaning but 
misguided effort could ruin further opportunities to 
enter the tribe. But because God has done a tremen- 
dous thing in taking five of His choicest servants in 
this incipient stage, we are bold to expect tremendous 
answers to prayer in the future. We believe He will 
send the Light to the Aucas and have given ourselves 
anew for that, if He should care to choose any one of 
us to go. We were wholly at one with our husbands in 
their desire to reach the Aucas and had it been pos- 
sible, would gladly have accompanied them. The last 
thing on earth we would have wanted would have been 
to hinder them in obeying the command of Christ, 
which was as clear to us as it was to them. He was 
directing—the only issue at stake was obedience. Jesus 
made the conditions of discipleship unequivocal—“For- 
sake .. . Deny .. . Follow.” This is the price we 
are asked to pay. 

Many speak of the five men as having made the 
“supreme sacrifice.” We do not think of it in that 
way. They would not have called it that. One of 
them wrote in his diary years ago, “He is no fool who 
gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot 
lose.” Jesus promised that whoever loses his life pre- 
serves it. Can we call this sacrifice? When we make 
a purchase, we pay the price, of course, but no one 
thinks of this as a sacrifice. How much less, then, 
when our lives, already paid for by Christ at tremen- 
dous sacrifice on His part, are offered to Him? We 
lose nothing. We gain everything. Hence, we ask 
that God may choose those whom He wishes to carry 
the Gospel to the Aucas, that they may be prepared by 
His Spirit, that they may not count their lives dear 
unto themselves, and that thereby the Aucas may be 
brought out of their bondage to know Jesus Christ, 
that He may be glorified in them. 


CHRIST’S GLORY IN US 
We ask, further, that Christ may be glorified in us. 


“For we know that the sufferings of this present time 
are not worthy to be compared with the glory which 
shall be revealed in us.” Our hearts are filled with 
gratitude for the privilege He gave us in being the 
wives of men who were chosen to be slain for His 
sake. None of us is worthy. It is all of His grace, 
but we know that the Lamb is worthy, a thousand times, 





the lives of our husbands and of us. He chose to 
glorify Himself in their death-may He now glorify 
Himself in our lives. 

During those harrowing days when the rescue party 
was on its way to the beach, when we did not know 
what the next radio report would bring, we were con- 
scious that whatever the outcome, God was determined 
to bring us to Himself. He had promised, “When thou 
passest though the waters, I will be with thee: and 
through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee; when 
thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned, 
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee, for I am the 
Lord thy God. . . . Since thou wast precious in my 
sight, thou hast been honorable, and I have loved 
thee.” How could we have proved the truth of that 
promise if there had been no waters? And what rivers 
could overflow but deep ones? And so, to show us 
that He meant what He said, to prove to us His love, 
this was what He sent, this thing which each of us 
had been sure she could never endure, the loss of the 
one who was as her own soul. 


PURPOSE IN THE STAB OF PAIN 


And how, then, can Christ be glorified in us through 
this experience? By our responding with thanksgiving 
to His dealings with us, by our declaration of our love 
to Him in utter obedience, by our believing that His 
judgments are right, that He in faithfulness has af- 
flicted us. We ask that we may go on in peace, as He 
has mercifully permitted us to do thus far. In talking 
together, we have often said that we did not want to 
miss one lesson which our loving Father would teach 
us by this thing. To us, the loss of our husbands is 
not a tragedy in itself—it is one more of our Father's 
right judgments. But it would indeed be a tragedy 
if, in our failure to respond to Him with love, trust, 
and praise, we should miss what He intended for us 
through it. We ask that we may know Him, and the 
power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 
sufferings, being made conformable unto His death. If, 
through the loss of our husbands, we may cause Christ 
to rejoice, to see in us the travail of His soul and be 
satisfied, we shall never call it sacrifice. Each day, 
when little things remind us, with a new stab of pain, 
that our husbands are gone, we turn these things into 
prayer—“Lord, by this, too, glorify thyself. For this, 
too, I thank thee and trust thee, knowing that there 
shall be glory, as thou has promised, through this 


suffering.” 


CHRIST AND THE LITTLE ONES 
Not only do we ask that Christ be glorified in the 


Aucas and in us, but also in our children. Most of 
them will have no recollection of their fine fathers. 
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But our Lord gave His word, “All thy children shall 
be taught of the Lord, and great shall be the peace of 
thy children.” We ask for His wisdom in training 
them, for His Spirit in us, that they may be as obedient 
as their fathers. How wonderful it would be if He 
should prepare One or more of them to go to the 
\ucas! We would give them to Him for his use, 
asking that they come to know Him as Savior and 
lord at an early age. Far be it from us to withhold 
from the Lord the lives of these little ones, children 
of the men who did not withhold their own lives. 
May they sing from true hearts, 

Faith of our Fathers, Holy Faith, 

We would be true to Thee till death. 


WHEREVER THE SPIRIT SPEAKS 

Finally, we ask that Christ be glorified in the lives of 
those to whom the Spirit of God has spoken because 
of the death of the five men. We have received letters 
from all over the world, telling of the impact of the 
event on one and another. But we have heard of few 
who have actually done anything about it, who have 
been changed by it. We pray earnestly that those who 
have heard the voice of the Lord may be obedient. 
We pray that young men who have been attracted by 
the “opportunities to use their talents for the Lord in 
the United States” may abandon themselves, with their 
talents, to Christ, for His use wherever He wants them. 
We pray that if any young wife is hesitating to commit 
her husband and family to God, through fear of loss, 
she may believe the words of our Lord Jesus, “Truly 
[ say to you, there is no man who hath forsaken . . . 





who will not receive.” We have proved beyond any 
doubt that He means what He says—His grace is sufh- 
cient, nothing can separate us from the love of Christ. 
We pray that if any, anywhere, are fearing that the 
cost of discipleship is too great, that they may be given 
to glimpse that treasure in heaven promised to all who 
forsake. 

And all our supplication is “with thanksgiving’— 
for His great love, for the high privilege of serving Him 
with all of our hearts, for having given us as husbands 
men who were true soldiers of Jesus Christ, men to 
whom we could look up in every respect, men who set 
for us a great example of faith that acts on what it 
believes. We look forward with joy to that day when 
God will reveal to us His complete plan, knowing that 
we shall see clearly that every step of the way was 
ordained to the end that Christ might be glorified. Our 
husbands already walk with Him, their joy complete. 
We, too, shall see Him face to face, and be satisfied. 


This hath He done, and shall we not adore Him? 

This shall He do and can we still despair? 

Come let us quickly fling ourselves before Him, 

Cast at His feet the burden of our care, 

Flash from our eyes the glow of our thanksgiving, 

Glad and regretful, confident and calm, 

Then through all life, and what is after living, 

Thrill to the tireless music of a psalm. 

Yea, through life, death, through sorrow and 
through sinning, 

He shall suffice me, for He hath sufficed: 

Christ is the end, for Christ was the beginning, 

Christ the beginning, for the end is Christ. 


(From St. Paul, F. W. H. Myers) 





here is grave need for a complete revaluation of 
Christian missions in Japan today. Post-war poli- 
cies of the major Boards, the tremendous influx of 
independent and diverse new groups and, most of all, 
the sobering fact that after many decades of mission 
work the Christian Church in Japan has yet to make 
the impact so needed in that land, all combine to 
challenge to a new concept for spreading the gospel 
message, and of the Church itself. 
The average Christian abroad does not have the 
remotest idea of what has taken place and is taking 
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place now. He does not know what policies are now 
being pursued, nor of the cross-currents of conflicting 
opinions which have such far reaching effect for or 
against the evangelization of that great nation. 


A DIFFICULT FIELD 


Japan has always been a difficult nation for Christian 
missions. An old culture; an advance civilization by 
Western standards; one of the highest literacy rates of 
any nation and deep rooted religious practices inher- 
ently antagonistic to the Christian faith, all of these 





an 


ry aA.) 


— 








January 7, 1957 





CHRISTIANITY TODAY 





and other factors combine to make imperative that 
the Gospel shall be presented in its simplicity and 
power and in a complete trust in the presence and 
work of the Holy Spirit. 

Where Christian missions have been carried on 
depending on the uncompromised Gospel and its im- 
plementation by the Spirit there have been corre- 
sponding results. Where there has been a tendency 
to deviate from the historical evangelical concept of 
the Church and her message there has been a corre- 
sponding deviation in both quantity and quality of 
results. Theological liberalism has more adherents 
in Japan than is probably the case in any other mission 
field of the world. 

While the combination of difficulties outlined above 
are real and ever present, they are complicated today 
by matters having to do with mission policy. On the one 
hand we have the determined effort of some of the 
major Boards in America to erect an ecumenical 
Church on a man-made foundation and to maintain 
it by hidden but not the less very real ecclesiastical 
and financial pressures. On the other hand we have 
an influx of a great number of independent and often 
diverse groups, far out numbering the old line denomi- 
nations, but lacking both in missionary experience 
and often in an adequate doctrine of the Church. 

Because of these conflicting interests and policies 
missionary work in Japan is confused and confusing. 
To face the problems will require a work of grace and 
an outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit on all concerned. 
This is an end not too much to pray for, nor to expect 
if Christians will act as Christians should. But rest 
assured, it will require a work God alone can do. 


THE RISE OF THE KYODAN 


One of the serious bones of contention today is the 
Kyodan or United Church of Japan. The history of 
its organization is of great significance. Just prior to 
the outbreak of World War II the Japanese govern- 
ment determined to insure full control of all religious 
forces. It passed a law naming conditions under 
which any religious body could secure official recogni- 
tion and immunity from arbitrary police action. When 
Christian denominations began to apply for recognition 
they were first told that no applications from bodies 
with fewer than five thousand members would be 
accepted. Then when the smaller groups had formed 


unions among themselves to meet this requirement 
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they were told that only one Protestant group would 
be recognized. Rather than be left without any legal 
status almost all united. 

Not by the wildest stretch of imagination could 
such a union have taken place without extreme gov- 
ernment pressure, although it is true that from the 
earliest days of Protestant Christianity in Japan many 
denominational leaders had been working for union. 
Their successors now used the government-given 
opportunity to the utmost. This government spon- 
sored union was enthusiastically acclaimed in Amer- 
ica. Most of the major mission Boards of North 
America decided to further it and set up the Inter- 
Board Committee, which agreed upon resumption of 
work in Japan to support only churches in the Kyodan. 
In this~way the Japanese churches were faced with a 
dilemma—continue in the Kyodan and receive mission 
board support, or, as some felt impelled to do, follow 
the dictate of conscience and withdraw from this gov- 
ernment-sponsored organization and find themselves 
without missionary support. That many were led to 
take the latter step is a tribute to their Christian con- 
victions and courage. 

Among the major denominations the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S. (South) took a much more liberal 
viewpoint. The mission and the Board agreed to co- 
operate with Japanese ministers and churches, formerly 
associated with the work of that Board, both inside 
and outside the Kyodan, regarding the choice as one for 
the Japanese themselves to make. Had all Boards taken 
this statesmanlike position the Kyodan would largely 
have disintegrated as it lacked the spiritual unity 
necessary for a genuinely ecumenical church. 

It is true that some smaller groups never entered the 
Kyodan and immediately following V-J day many other 
elements withdrew and assumed their former identity: 
Episcopalians, Lutherans, elements of the Baptist 
groups, Friends, Nazarenes and others. Some former 
Presbyterians withdrew to establish the Reformed 
Church of Japan, others reestablished their identity 
as the Shin Nikki, or new Church of Japan. 


VIRTUALLY A NEW DENOMINATION 


Today something less than half of the Christians 
in Japan are in Kyodan churches and they are made 
up largely of Methodists, Congregationalists and 
Presbyterians. The Committee of Cooperation, a group 
set up to administer the work of the Inter Buard Com- 
mittee and the Kyodan, is locating Methodist mission- 
aries in fields developed by Presbyterian and Congre- 
gational missionaries. 

Today to all intents and purposes the Kyodan has 
itself become a denomination. Strange to say, the 
ecumenicity and cooperation such a group should be 
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expected to extend to others is lacking. Backed by the 
Inter-Board Committee and the Kyodan leadership, 
missionaries assigned to the Kyodan are not permitted 
to work with non-Kyodan ministers and churches. 
Where denominational differences existed before, dif- 
ferences which were often submerged in a spirit of 
Christian fellowship and love, an ecclesiastical wall 
has been set up. 

Such a policy is an admission of weakness, not of 
strength, and it aggravates the already confused mis- 
sion and church situation. Today there are some 143 
Boards and Christian organizations working in Japan. 
Many of these groups are very small but some are large 
and are continuing to grow. The largest interdenomi- 
national group is T.E.A.M., The Evangelical Alliance 
Mission, with over 150 missionaries. 

The situation is further complicated by the fact that 
90 per cent of the 2400 Protestant missionaries came 
to Japan after World War II. This proportion of 
new missionaries, many from small and often divi- 
sive groups lacking both the wisdom of years and 
of experience, has created problems both in the realm 
of general policy and also, very often, with reference 
to an adequate concept of the Church itself. 


AN IMPAIRED WITNESS 

The Christian Church in Japan is weak; few of her 
leaders have the zeal and vision needed in a nation- 
wide program. Tithing, to be found among the Seventh 
Day Adventists and to a lesser degree in the Reformed 
Church, is otherwise almost unknown. Japanese pas- 
tors are inadequately paid and this increases the power 
of those who dispense mission funds. The non-cooper- 
ative spirit of the Kyodan is largely matched by a 
similar attitude in many of the independent groups 
who in some cases are suspicious of each other and 
in others may join in a distrust of the older denomi- 
nations. 

The end result is a greatly impaired Christian wit- 
ness in Japan, one totally inadequate to seize the op- 
portunity and meet the desperate needs of that nation. 

This is not a blanket criticism of any one group. 
Some of Japan's finest Christians are in the Kyodan. 
Some of the most devoted missionaries from abroad 
are working in that group. Others of equal Christian 
faith, zeal and devotion are to be found in the non- 
cooperating and independent groups. The Kyodan, with 
less than half of the church membership and only about 
one-fifth of the total missionary personnel working in 
Japan, has no right to arrogate to itself a priority it does 
not deserve. Nor do the other groups have the right to 
indulge in a wholesale condemnation of the Kyodan. 

There is a desperate need today for some unifying 
influence in Japan, not directed towards a united 
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ecclesiasticism but to a recognition of the fact that Japan 
needs Christ and that present personnel and policies 
are falling far short of the task. 

Men inside and outside the Kyodan agree that the 
Billy Graham campaign of last March had a most 
wholesome effect on the church as a whole. But it 
was entirely too limited in time and scope. A nation- 
wide campaign of gigantic proportions is needed. 
Japan is flooded with western movies and with propa- 
ganda of one kind or the other which presents western 
culture at its worst. This needs to be counteracted 
with the Christian message on a saturation basis. 
Christian films in large quantities, along with large 
sums spent in buying time on radio and TV networks, 
are needed to present the claims of Christ—not a mere 
system of ethics but the Gospel in all of its simplicity 
and power. 

Many are convinced that some of the major mission 
Boards are missing the boat by maintaining a false 
ecumenicity which is doing harm to the Japanese 
Church, frustrating many missionaries who find them- 
selves caught in the web of unrealism, and which is 
also drying up the source of giving, both in America 
and more important still, in the Japanese Church it- 
self. There is a failure to measure up to the evangelis- 
tic need because of the channeling of missionary ac- 
tivities primarily into institutional work. 

Missionary statesmanship at its very best is desper- 
ately needed, a statesmanship not now in evidence 
among the denominational Boards as a whole, the 
Japanese Christian leadership nor in the independent 
and interdenominational groups. 

The effective evangelization of Japan is at stake, and 
the time for its accomplishment may not be indefinitely 
prolonged. END 


LU Preacher in the Red 


TREMOR IN THE PULPIT 


Ir was Easter Sunday morning in 1907, my third Easter 
in the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal Church. I 
stood before my congregation in Venice Center, N. Y., to 
read the Scripture lesson, as found in Matthew 28. When 
I came to verse 4, instead of the inspired words, “And 
for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as 
dead men,” I heard myself say, “And for fear of him 
the shakers did quake.” Appalled, I quickly proceeded 
to correct my mistake by solemnly declaring, “For fear 
of him the Quakers did shake and became as dead men.” 

By that time solemnity was at an end!—Howarp S. 
Bacon, Elbridge, N. Y., retired member of the Central 
New York Conference of the Methodist Church. 
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Rising ‘T empo of Rome's Demands 


C. STANLEY LOWELL 


he year 1948 marked the beginning of a new 
To in the American history of the Roman 
Catholic Church and the beginning of a new epoch 
in American history itself. In November of that year 
the leaders of this powerful church undertook a drastic 
reorientation of their attitude toward the United States 
government. It was a change not of conviction but of 
strategy, not of direction but of pace; yet the new 
strategy and the new pace were so striking as to con- 
stitute in themselves a major change. The statement 
of the Bishops issued at that time will repay thoughtful 
reading by every American. These men serve notice 
that the vast power of their organization will hence- 
forth be devoted to destroying the principle of Church- 
State separation. 

When the Bishops sound the call to action, their 
language is clear. They say plainly that “Separation 
of Church and State has become the shibboleth of 
doctrinaire secularism.” They pledge themselves to 
“work peacefully, patiently and perseveringly” for its 
destruction. Thus, with a bold announcement sup- 
ported by the cleverest of propaganda, this powerful 
church has set out to destroy the free position of the 
American churches. 


THEN AND NOW 


This change in Roman Catholic strategy is expressed in 
the church’s attitude toward education. During much 
of the nineteenth century, its hierarchy was concerned 
to eliminate from the public schools every reference 
to God, the Bible and religion and to make the schools 
strictly secular institutions. Roman Catholics brought 
more than one hundred cases before the courts to 
achieve these objectives. I cite here but one of the 
hundred—that of People ex. rel. Ring v. Board of Edu- 
cation in Illinois. In this case Roman Catholics sought 
to eliminate Bible reading and devotional exercises from 


After attending Asbury College and Duke and Yale univer- 
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United, an organization corrective of sectarian encroachments 
on the American policy of separation of Church and State. 


the public-school program. The court agreed with 
their contention that these practices did violate Church- 
State separation as expressed in the Constitution and 
ordered them discontinued. 

Roman Catholics undertook to drive religion out of 
the schools not because they were atheistic or secular- 
istic people, but because they were not powerful enough 
to determine the kind of religion to be taught. They 
preferred no religious teaching at all if they could not 
have Roman Catholic dogma. The provincial council 
of the Roman Catholic Church in Baltimore, 1840, 
imposed on priests the responsibility of seeing to it that 
Catholic children attending public schools did not par- 
ticipate in any religious exercises there. They were 
also to use their influence to prevent any such practices 
in the public schools. 

The “secular public school” was in substantial part 
the achievement of the Roman Catholic Church. To- 
day, however, this church has about-faced. Today it 
denounces the secular public school as “godless” and 
argues loudly for the return of religion to education. 
Today movements for the teaching of “moral and 
spiritual values” in the public schools, like the recent 
one in New York City, find the hierarchy in hearty 
endorsement. The change of front is due to one 
simple fact—the Roman hierarchy now feels strong 
enough to permeate any public-school moral and spirit- 
ual teaching with its own dogma, or to secure public 
funds for its own private, sectarian schools. 


TOWARD A NEW ERA 


The 1948 pronouncement of the Roman Catholic Bish- 
ops pointed the way to a new era in American Church- 
State relations. As far as Rome was concerned, this 
pronouncement marked the end of the line for Church- 
State separation. The principle that had received 
grudging recognition from this group as long as it was 
a weak, ineffectual minority was now to be replaced 
by one more in keeping with the main line of Romanist 
tradition. 

The resources of this powerful church were quickly 
marshaled for action. The Roman Church claims a 
membership of 33 million in the United States, which 
has become in the hands of the hierarchy a gigantic 
battering ram to breach the wall of separation. The 
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adults in this membership comprise the “Catholic vote” 
of which we hear so much. There are, comparatively, 
not many Catholics holding high public office. This 
is actually a source of strength to the hierarchy since it 
is able to keep in perpetual intimidation the Protestant 
officeholders who fear nothing more than that the 
“Catholic vote” might be turned against them. 

This political power is skillfully wielded to secure 
preferential treatment for the Roman Church. A good 
example is the nearly $1 million voted by the Eighty- 
fourth Congress to refurbish the Pope’s summer palace. 
The payment was for damages allegedly inflicted by 
American bombs upon a neutral power in World War 
1. The summer palace was not located in Vatican 
City, however, and the damage, according to impar- 
tial observers, was negligible. This subsidy to the 
Pope went through as a high-level, nonpartisan item. 
No one would have thought of voting against it. To 
do so might have offended the “Catholic vote.” 

A tar more serious matter was House Bill 6568, 
which was smuggled through the Senate in the con- 
fusion before adjournment of the Eighty-fourth Con- 
gress. This provides another $8 million plus for Roman 
Catholic activities in the Philippines. After the war, 
American lobbyists visited the Philippines and alerted 
Roman Catholic ofhcials to the rich potential in “war 
services” and “war damages.” The church collected 
for services allegedly suffered to its installations. The 
Bishop of Zamboanga, the Archbishop of Jaro, the 
Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul and the 
Knights of Columbus were among the Roman Catholic 
groups receiving generous grants. How many millions 
were paid is difficult for an outsider to determine. 

The above mentioned act merely amended the law 
so that Archbishop Santos of Manila, whose “claims” 
had been rejected by the Commission, could get his 
millions along with the millions that had gone to his 
colleagues. Although the sum was “only $8 million,” 
it should be recalled that the Archbishop’s claims orig- 
inally ran to $30 million. All of these claims will no 
doubt be revived, while others from the innumerable 
church orders will be added. All will be paid in time. 
Oh yes, there is a chance that the Protestants may 
qualify for about $30,000 under H. R. 6586. 

The public schools of the Philippines received not 
one cent. Nor will they, because they lack a high- 
powered lobby and the unveiled threat of reprisal at 
the polls. 


SECTARIAN SUBSIDIES UNLIMITED 


There have been other government subsidies to the 
Roman Church. The Hill-Burton Act, which author- 


ized Federal grants to sectarian hospitals, has been a 
bonanza to this church. Under it the Roman Catholics 
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have collected $112,039,000 for their institutions. Prot- 
estant institutions have received $23,118,000. Even 
the disparity of these figures does not tell the story. 
Close observers have noted the large proportion of the 
grants that have gone to Roman Catholic hospitals in 
the South. In Alabama alone, for example, this church 
has obtained $6 million for its hospitals. Baptist 
churches with a total adult membership about equal 
to the Roman Catholic have a conscientious objection 
to taking Federal funds. Only a pittance, therefore, 
has gone to this group. What is worse, businessmen 
have begun to refuse to contribute to Baptist hospital 
campaigns, asking, “Why don’t you get your money 
from the government the way the Catholics do?” 

The Roman Church has found the Hill-Burton Act 
a marvelous means for penetrating the hitherto im- 
pervious Protestantism of the South. Handsome heal 
ing centers built with Federal funds serve as a strong 
means for the propagation of this faith. 

The campaign to shift the cost of Roman Catholic 
sectarian schools to the American taxpayer bids fair to 
be as successful as the hospital program. The cam- 
paign began easily as fringe benefits were sought from 
the government—bus transportation, textbooks, health 
benefits, lunches and the like. More recently, as for 
example in the Bishop's statement issued in November, 
1955, there is insistence upon the “full right to be 
considered and dealt with as components of the Ameri 
can educational system.” This statement also claims 
for parochial-school pupils the same government aid 
that goes to public-school pupils. 

A useful gimmick in softening the public for sec 
tarian subsidies is the so-called “study” of education. 
Proposals for a “study” were slipped through the Con- 
necticut legislature as a “noncontroversial” item. No 
sooner had the commission begun its work when there 
began a spate of press releases about how many chil- 
dren were in parochial schools, the proportion of the 
educational load being carried by the Roman Catholic 
Church, the “saving” thus effected to the taxpayer. 
Presently Roman Catholic leaders throughout the 
state joined in a well-directed chorus appealing for 
state subsidies. The demands were based on the com- 
mission’s “scientific study.” 

During the past year the drive for tax support has 
developed yet a new twist. This is a demand that tui- 
tion payments to parochial schools be allowable income 
tax deductions. The fiftieth annual convention of the 
Knights of St. John meeting in Dayton, Ohio, and the 
Central Catholic Verein meeting in Wichita, Kansas, 
are among the many Roman Catholic groups that have 
appealed to Congress for this kind of “relief.” Thus a 
back-door assault on the public treasury keeps pace with 
the front-door demand. 
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In many communities where they are in the majority, 
Roman Catholics have simply taken over the public 
schools. They have staffed them with nuns and priests 
whose salaries, paid from state funds, go directly to 
their superior, without deductions. It took long and 
expensive litigations to clear up situations of this kind 
in Missouri, New Mexico and Kentucky. There are 
still numerous “trouble spots” all around the country. 
Last year in Indiana, for example, more than $2 million 
in tax funds went to “public schools” that were in 
effect parochial schools of the Roman Church. There 
are 152 garbed nuns teaching in the public schools of 
Kansas with their salaries going to their church. 


A MAJOR DECISION 


In simple justice it must be said that the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy is now within sight of its goal. 
Success has come even faster than its leaders dreamed. 
Many activities of this church are already receiving 
tax support. Hospitals, schools, orphanages and other 
“welfare programs” are in this category. Other activities 
receive sizable grants from community chests. The 
measure of this support is being constantly increased. 
The time is in sight when all the so-called “social serv- 
ice” activities of the Roman Church will be supported 
by tax funds collected by compulsion from citizens of 
all faiths. 

The Protestants, if they are realistic, will see but 
two alternatives before them. One, they must accept 
the principle of government subsidies to churches 
-that is, the principle of plural establishment—and get 
into the scramble to get all they can for their own 
denomination. Or, two, they must stop kidding them- 
selves with the false tolerance that plays into Rome’s 
hands, and battle to hold the line for Church-State 
separation. 

The first of these alternatives—plural establishment— 
would have definite advantages over the “don’t look 
now” policy being presently followed by the Protestants. 
If the Protestants were to go all-out for government 
subsidies, they would probably be able to rectify the 
absurd inequities of the Hill-Burton grants. They must 
recognize, however, that in changing from the principle 
of voluntarism to the principle of official compulsion, 
they are taking a drastic step, which will have the 
most far-reaching consequences. Also, and this is a 
more practical matter, they are moving into competi- 
tion with old hands at this business of obtaining politi- 

cal favors. It is a kind of competition that, because of 
their own predilections, the Proiestants stand to lose. 

Westerly, Rhode Island, is a tiny community that 
offers a good sample of the sort of thing we might ex- 
pect under plural establishment. The Roman Catholics 
of Westerly, having developed their own schools to 





the point where certain public school buildings were 
no longei needed, proceeded to take them over for their 
own use. The town council voted them to the Roman 
Church at a purchase price of $1. The Methodists of 
Westerly were resentful as they saw these valuable 
properties falling to the Roman Catholics, one by one. 
They decided to get one for themselves. After working 
some wheels within wheels and getting help from 
Catholic citizens who believed in “fair play’—they 
were able to get one of the buildings for $1. Since 
their success, however, there has been a rash of such 
giveaways in Rhode Island. The recipient has been, 
in every instance, the Roman Catholic Church. Now 
that the principle has been accepted and “the Method- 
ists are doing it too,” there is no restraint. 

The worst feature of plural establishment, however, 
would be the extremity of its pluralism. Our culture 
would be hopelessly enclaved as 250’ religious estab- 
lishments or more threw themselves into the wild 
scramble for tax funds. The principal beneficiary would 
be the church that is prepared for an operation of this 
kind, a church that has, in fact, lived on state sub 
sidies for many centuries. 


THE ALTERNATIVE 


The alternative is clear. Protestants must face this 
challenge frankly at the political level. As the Roman 
Church moves toward state financing and toward those 
favors which are the precursor of establishment, Protes- 
tants must stand in resolute opposition. They must do 
this in good humor and brotherliness, but with un- 
bending firmness. The Roman Catholic propaganda 
that softens the nation for official favors must be dis- 
passionately exposed. Protestants must recognize that 
they are not promoting secularism when they insist 
that the Roman Catholic Church shall raise its funds 
the way other churches do, or when they insist that 
there shall be no official favors or preferments for any 
church. 

Roman Catholicism in the United States has come a 
long way in a century and a half. At first, as a feeble 
minority it accepted Church-State separation. The prin- 
ciple seemed best in the circumstances. Now, as a 
powerful minority—united in the midst of a divided 
majority—it calls for the end of Church-State separa 
tion. It intimidates Congress, censors and _ silences 


opposition, collects vast sums from the public treasury 


and drives toward official recognition and establish- 
ment. If the Protestants do not unite in determined 
opposition to this drive, another decade will see the end 
of Church-State separation here. We shall have, to all 
practical effect, a religious establishment in a country 
whose Constitution forbids it. That establishment will 
be pluralistic—or otherwise. 


END 


“13 



















































































































































































CHRISTIANITY TODAY 





January 7, 1957 









n Scotland today, as in every other country in the 
] world, there is a completely new sense of urgency 
about our evangelistic responsibility. 

The word “evangelism” has undergone a dramatic 
transformation in the past quarter century in our re- 
ligious vocabulary. Twenty-five years ago evangelism 
was regarded as an activity on the sidelines of the 
Church’s life. Evangelism was regarded, by and large, 
as a sphere for the specialist, not a concern of the 
whole Church. Evangelism was not thought of as in- 
tegral to the Church’s existence. 


EVANGELISM IS LIFEBLOOD 


Today that situation has been completely transformed. 
Perhaps the most significant thing in the life of the 
Church in Scotland is the growing awareness that 
evangelism is in no sense simply a sectarian concern, 
but that it is, on the contrary, absolutely inherent 
within the life of the Church itself. We are beginning 
to recognize in Scotland that evangelism is the life 
blood of the Church. 

The Church exists in the world for two purposes. 
One is to be the bride of Christ. The Church is the 
household and family of God, the beloved community 
that God bought with the blood of His Son, the bride 
of Christ. As the bride of Christ the Church exists to 
offer worship to God, to glorify God, to love Him who 
first loved us. This is its primary function, and ought 
to be its major concern: so to worship God that He 
is truly in the midst of His community. 

But the Church is also the body of Christ. In Scot- 
land, we are beginning to recognize more and more 


the Church as “the body of Christ.” The Church is 
the instrument that God Himself has appointed to 


Field organizer of the “Tell Scotland” Movement from 1953- 
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\ll-Scotland Crusade in 1955. Since September, 1955, he has 
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in 1946 he also completed divinity studies interrupted to 
serve with the intelligence branch of the R.A.F. under Gen- 
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carry forward the saving work of Christ in the world. 
As this body of mine is the instrument of my intention 
and my desire, so the Church, according to the New 
Testament, is only the Church when it is acting as 
the agent and the instrument of the intention of Jesus. 
And where the Church is not concerned with missions 
it has ceased to be the Church. 

Some people in Scotland—and I am sure there are 
some also in the United States—still do not believe in 
evangelism. Some people in the very heart and center 
of the Church’s institutional life in Scotland look 
blithely on our evangelistic concern. 

A missionary home on furlough forty years ago was 
spending the night with Principal James Denney, one 
of our great Scottish theologians. The missionary ar- 
rived, filled with despair, after a meeting in a church. 
Denney asked him what was wrong. The man said, 
“Well, I met so many people in the church who don’t 
believe in missions.” Denney’s reply was succinct and 
memorable. He said, “These people have no right to 
believe in missions; they don’t believe in Christ.” 

What is the situation to which the Scottish Church 
addresses itself in its evangelism? When Dr. Reinhold 
Niebuhr came to give the Gifford Lectures in 1947, 
he said that the United States was the most church- 
minded nation in the world with the single exception 
of Scotland. I think that is true. In Scotland the 
total communicant membership of all the churches in 
our national census in 1950 emerged as 58 per cent of 
the average population, and that included, of course, 
the Roman Catholic Church. I understand that the 
figure in America is 60 percent. No other nations in 
the world have such a high percentage of communi- 
cant members as Scotland and the United States. 

But I believe that figure means very little, at least 
in Scotland. In fact, it can be misleading, in that it 
induces in us who are ministers the complacent thought 
that our task is at least half done. 


STATISTICS FOR SCOTLAND 


A census was taken recently of church attendance in 
Glasgow. It showed that less than 20 per cent of the 
people go to church on a Sunday; and Glasgow is per- 
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haps the best churchgoing community in Scotland. 
Perhaps 35 per cent of the total population attend 
church on such special occasions as a national day of 
prayer, for baptism or for the sacrament. 

But the real issue confronting the Church in Scot- 
land in its evangelism cannot be assessed statistically. 
It is that for vast numbers of the people in Scotland, in 
every section of the community, among the intellectuals, 
among the agricultural laborers, among the workers 
in the shipyards, the Church might as well not be there. 
There’s no hostility, there’s no antipathy, there’s no 
vociferous opposition, but in Scotland today the insti- 
tutional church is largely irrelevant for vast sections of 
our community. And that is the situation in which our 
evangelistic task is set. 


THREE-PRONGED EFFORT 
Now how is the Scottish Church dealing with this 


situation? 

Following the war, evangelistic activity in Scotland 
followed three main lines. 

The first line of experiment was the special mission, 
organized outside the local parish, and extending over 
a limited period. Perhaps the outstanding example of 
this kind of mission was the Glasgow Churches Cam- 
paign of 1950. Three hundred ministers from various 
churches in Scotland and England, and indeed from 
Ireland and Wales as well, came into Glasgow for 
three weeks. During that period we preached at the 
street corners, we showed films in the streets, we went 
into pubs, dance halls, cinemas, theaters, football sta- 
diums. We preached the Gospel wherever we could. 
This “commando” type of campaign was carried into 
factories and shipyards, seeking to establish a bridge- 
head between the Church and the world. 

Second was the approach to such special groups as 
workers in industry, through industrial chaplaincies 
and the emergence of movements like the Scottish 
Christian Industrial Order, which set up cells of work- 
ers within factories and workshops and shipyards to 
witness to the faith in daily occupation. 

Third, an evangelistic approach was made through 
the parish. This began, probably about 1935, when 
Dr. George McLeod initiated an experiment in his 
working-class parish. He sent out volunteers, two by 
two, from his congregation to visit every home in the 
community. That missionary experiment through the 
parish, recognizing the congregation itself as the agent 
of mission, remained in the years following the war the 
most widespread form of evangelism in the Scottish 
Church. 

It is significant that during all these years from 1946 
until 1952, when the Church in Scotland was trying 
by all these methods to come to terms with its mission- 








ary responsibility, there was not one single major cam- 
paign of mass evangelism. In my book, The Face of 
My Parish, I committed myself in writing to this con- 
viction held in common by most of us in the Scottish 
Church who were really concerned about our mission, 
that the day of the mass meeting was over. Five years 
ago I believed that within the whole strategy of modern 
evangelism there was no place at all for mass evan- 
gelism, for the big meeting with the appeal for deci- 
sion. All our evangelistic experiments in those year: 
following the war completely excluded mass evangelisn 
as an authentic and a valid method. 

In 1952 it seemed time to launch a national move- 
ment of mission, a movement to give coordination and 
homogeneity to the efforts taking place all over the 
country. In the perfect setting of a small country such 
a movement might press the gospel claim in every sec- 
tion of the community at a national level. 


“TELL SCOTLAND” MISSION 


And so the “Tell Scotland” movement was born. That 
movement represents all the historic denominations of 
the Scottish Church—the Church of Scotland, the Bap- 
tist, the Methodist, the Congregationalist, the United 
Free, the Episcopal Church in Scotland and the 
Churches of Christ. 

The movement is based on three convictions. First, 
we believe that effective evangelism is not an occasional 
or sporadic activity, but a continuing engagement with 
the world at every level. The effective mission is not 
something that takes place for a fortnight or three weeks 
as a special effort, but ought to be going on all the 
time as the continuous, constant, compulsory daily 
task of the Christian community. 

The second principle is that the agent or instrument 
of effective evangelism is the Church itself, constantly 
witnessing to the presence of its Risen Lord and con- 
stantly seeking to represent Him in terms of the whole 
of life. 

The third principle is that the place of the layman 
is decisive. I use the word “layman” because there 
is no other word to use. If the Gospel is to be com- 
municated to the world, it can only be communicated 
where the world and the Gospel come together, at that 
part of the front where Christ and the world meet. 
Where is that? It is in the life of the layman, witness- 
ing to his faith in his daily vocation and in his leisure 
time. 


PLANNED IN THREE PHASES 


The movement was planned in three phases. 

The first year, September, 1953, to June, 1954, was 
a year of preparation. In it we sought to alert the 
church to its responsibility and to encourage discussion 
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of the evangelistic theme among responsible laity 
throughout the whole Church. 

The second phase, from September, 1954, until 
June, 1955, we called recruiting the laity. This was 
directed toward recruiting the lay forces of the Scottish 
Church. The movement was to express itself through 
the witness of small groups of lay people in their own 
congregations, witnessing to their faith in the local 
situation. 


ANXIETIES OVER GRAHAM 


Into that situation Dr. Billy Graham came to Scotland, 
in the year of recruitment. When it was suggested that 
Dr. Graham might come to Scotland there was much 
hesitation. There were reservations about certain as- 
pects of Dr. Graham’s theology in many sections of the 
Scottish church. Primarily, there was an honest con- 
cern lest the Crusade, with its inevitable appeal to the 
national press and with its spectacular appeal to the 
whole nation, would irrevocably damage the central 
point of the “Tell Scotland” movement, which is the 
quiet, unspectacular and yet crucial preparation of each 
congregation for its own mission. There was much 
discussion. 

After much talk and a great deal of prayer, the steer- 
ing panel unanimously sent the invitation to Dr. Gra- 
ham to conduct his Glasgow Crusade. 


SINCE THE REFORMATION 


It was my privilege to act as chairman of the Executive 
Committee of that crusade in Glasgow. Five years 
ago I did not believe that mass evangelism was relevant 
within the context of modern missions. Twelve months 
after the crusade, after the closest study of the situation 
in Scotland and after the closest possible intimacy with 
Dr. Graham and his work while he was in Glasgow, 
it is my own absolute conviction that perhaps nothing 
has made a deeper mark on the religious and secular 
life of the Scottish nation since the Reformation than 
Dr. Graham’s crusade last year. 

The thrilling story of that crusade includes the 
thousands of people who came night by night and 
twenty-five thousand people who during that time 
found new life in Christ or found reconsecration. 

The crusade came in the second phase of “Tell Scot- 
land,” and we were very worried about its coming. We 
were seeking to recruit the lay forces of the church for 
the unspectacular, quiet, humble witness of the lay- 
men within their own situation, and we wondered how 
the crusade would affect us. 


RESULTS OF THE CRUSADE 
The crusade did these things for Scotland: First, it 


reminded us of the true aim of evangelism, by con- 
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fronting us with that perpetual mystery of the power 
of God in Christ to change and transform a man’s life. 
Second, it reaffirmed the central message of evangelism, 
the unchanging good news that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto Himself. Third, it under- 
lined the essential conditions of evangelism, faithful 
and expectant prayer and the unity of God’s people. 
Fourth, it reasserted a powerful method of evangelism, 
the mass meeting with the simple proclamation of the 
Word of God. 

What happened as a result of the crusade? I know 
a congregation whose minister had tried for five years 
to get a group of lay people in his church to under- 
take the work of the “Tell Scotland” Movement in 
his own parish. He preached about it; he appealed to 
his people to come for prayer, for Bible study, for wit- 
ness in their own situation. He couldn’t even get the 
session in the congregation to move. We were in the 
second phase of “Tell Scotland,” to recruit the lay 
people, but he couldn’t recruit his own members, and 
I know scores of ministers in Scotland who were in 
precisely that situation. Men were committed heart 
and soul to “Tell Scotland,” but couldn’t find the re- 
sponse from the pew that is essential if we're going to 


bridge the gap between the church and the world. 


ON THE LAST SUNDAY 


The last Sunday of the crusade, this minister asked 
those in his congregation who had been deeply moved 
and challenged by the crusade—and this was unprec- 
edented in this church—to rise in their places. In that 
select, exclusive, west-end church, a hundred men and 
women stood up. “Now,” he said, “I want you people 
to join me in becoming the agents of mission in this 
parish. If you are prepared, go home and write me a 
post card and tell me that you will be here Wednesday 
night to begin with me to study our responsibility in 
the world.” By Tuesday he had seventy-eight post 
cards. Today in that church there is a dynamic group 
of lay people who are translating the faith into practice 
in their own parish. 


MISSION OF VISITATION 


And so we have reached the third phase of “Tell Scot- 
land,” the outgoing, the outreach of these lay groups 
throughout the country. During the last winter, 800 
missions of visitation were in process throughout the 
whole of Scotland. I personally have knowledge of 
some 900 lay groups that are meeting week by week 
with their minister for prayer, for Bible study and to 
prepare and equip themselves for the work of witness 
in their own parishes. We are seeking thus to Tell 
Scotland, and our prayer, as it was the prayer of John 
Knox is, “Lord, give me Scotland, or I die.” END 
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n the year of grace and also of infamy, 1956, it is 
difficult to write in measured terms and with an- 
alytical judgment. The words, above all others, that 
every American needs to hear, are set forth in several 
verses from Jeremiah 8. From the President down to 
the mechanic in overalls and the high school boy, we 
need to meditate on this strange and accusing declara- 
tion of the reality of iniquity, of divine displeasure 
and of shattering judgment. 


I harkened and heard, but they spake not aright: no 
man repented him of his wickedness, saying, What have 
I done? every one turned to his own course, as the horse 
rusheth into the battle. 

Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed 
times, and the turtle and the crane and the swallow 
observe the time of their coming; but may people know 
not the judgment of the Lord... . 

The wise men are ashamed, they are dismayed and 
taken: lo, they have rejected the word of the Lord, and 
what wisdom is in them... . 


For they have healed the hurt of the daughter of my 
people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no 
peace. 


In a special sense, I believe, these somber and accusing 
words are addressed also to Christians and the Chris- 
tian church. 


REJECTION OF NEUTRALISM 


Here I am thinking not only of American prelates and 
Christian intellectuals, some of whom long ago half- 
baptized Communism by saying it was a Christian 
heresy; and of all too complacent middle-class church- 
men, who from Sunday to Sunday sit in comfortable 
seats in richly appointed edifices of worship. | am 
thinking, also of a leader like Professor Karl Barth and 
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Judgment on the Christian West 


CHARLES W. LOWRY 


his disciple Pastor Martin Niemoller, who between 
them have called on Christians to repudiate American 
and anti-Communist foreign policy and to be neutral 
in the East-West struggle. 

The Hungarian people have declined neutralism. 
With startling unanimity—reliable estimates say 99 
per cent were behind the revolt—they rose against the 
stooges of the Kremlin in their midst and they did not 
flinch when Soviet discipline and steel and firepower 
were concentrated against them. 

What did the West do? Britain, France and Israel 
seized the chance to assault Egypt. The United States 
was in the midst of a presidential election in which— 
as in 1916 and in 1940—peace was so much the leading 
issue that Adlai Stevenson, with the aid of men nor- 
mally as realistic as Clinton Anderson and Stuart Sym- 
ington, had gone to the most extreme lengths to try to 
seize the other handle of the peace stick. We acted 
with creditable decisiveness on the Middle Eastern 
crisis, thanks to the coolness of President Eisenhower 
and in considerable measure to the readiness of the 
United Nations as a whole to take a stand. On 
Hungary, where world unanimity was lacking, we 
pushed through a resolution or so in the United Na- 
tions, so far without effect, and earnestly embarked 
upon laudable plans for relief and for receiving refu- 
gees. 


NOTHING BUT WORDS 


What is the position of the Christian American? It 
has been stated categorically, but I believe justly, by 
Manes Sperber, speaking not for the Christian specifi- 
cally but for the West. Writing in the New Leader, he 
says: 


A stony silence was the West's only response to the 
revolutionaries perishing in the battle for Hungary... . 
Having come to the aid of the Hungarian people with 
nothing but words, the West now dow not have even 
the right to weep. 


Sperber is right; we have lost the right even to 
weep. The last rags of righteousness are stripped from 
our souls, and we stand naked and shivering in the 


wind and in the lightning (Continued on page 24) 
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THE BIBLE: Book of the Month 


THE EPISTLE OF JAMES 


The range of thought in this epistle of 
James, some have said, is so limited that 
we are kept on rather a pedestrian level. 
Even if that were a strictly accurate esti- 
mate of the Epistle, let us remember 
that our flight to the heights from which 
far-reaching vistas of truth open out be- 
fore us is a preparation for returning 
to the ordinary walk of life on its more 
prosaic levels. The supreme test of the 
quality of our religion is how we react 
to the long monotonous trudge on hard 
and stony roads, and not in the moments 
of ecstatic communion or in moments of 
specially strenuous activity (Isa. 40:31). 
We ought to be grateful to find in the 
Canon of Holy Scripture a book as se- 
verely practical as this Epistle, a book 
that contains words as sharp and un- 
compromising as these: “Be ye doers of 
the Word, and not hearers only, delud- 
ing your own selves” (1:22); “you be- 
lieve that God is one, and you are quite 
right; evil spirits also believe, and shud- 
der” (2:19, Weymouth). 

The great Christian scholar, Origen of 
Alexandria “circa ca. A.D. 230), is the 
first Church writer who explicitly quotes 
this Epistle as Scripture, ascribing it to 
James, the Lord’s brother. In the Shep- 
herd of Hermas, written about the mid- 
dle of the second century, we hear fairly 
clear echoes of the teaching of the Epis- 
tle. In an earlier writing, the Epistle of 
Clement of Rome, written about the year 
96, the echoes are much fainter; indeed, 
the evidence supplied by this writing is 
of doubtful validity. But, if the external 
evidence for the Epistle should appear to 
be rather vague and inconclusive, there 
seems to be no doubt about the evidence 
supplied by the Epistle itself. It enables 
us to reach some conclusions with regard 


to the authorship that seem to be irrefu- 
table. 


AUTHORSHIP OF JAMES 

The writer was a Jew. He speaks of 
Abraham as “our father” (2:21), he ap- 
plies to a Christian place of worship the 
word “synagogue” (2:2), he uses the 
Jewish word “Gehenna” in 3:6 and a spe- 
cifically Jewish name for God in 5:4. 
He was a Jew of Palestine, knowing well 
its early and latter rains (5:7; cf. Deut. 
11:14) and its hot burning wind that 
withers “he grass (1:11). The name of 
this Jew was James, and the only one of 
that name mentioned in the New Testa- 
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ment whose claims call for any scrutiny 
here is James, the Lord’s brother. The 
disciple of Jesus, James the son of 
Alphaeus, seems to have been an obscure 
and undistinguished person; and James, 
the son of Zebedee, died early as a martyr, 
in the year 44 (Acts 12). 

There are three interesting lines of 
argument in connection with the inter- 
nal evidence that students might profit- 
ably explore. In my commentary on 
James in the New International Com- 
mentary (published in 1954) I have ex- 
plored them with a fair degree of full- 
ness. Here I simply mention them. 

1. In the vocabulary of the Epistle 
there are some coincidences of language 
with the vocabulary of the speech of 
James at the Jerusalem Council of the 
year 50 and the letter issued by that 
Council (Acts 15). There are also two 
coincidences of language between the 
vocabulary of the Epistle and some of the 
words of James recorded in Acts 21:24 
and 26. 2. The Epistle is the work of 
just that type of mind which is typical 
of James in the New Testament and in 
Church tradition. 3. The Epistle con- 
tains more reminiscences of the teaching 
of Jesus, and especially of the Sermon on 
the Mount, than all the other apostolic 
writings put together. The writer is not 
quoting from our Gospels; he must have 
stood very close to Jesus, to be able to re- 
produce so much of His teaching in a way 
that is strikingly independent. 

If these three features of the Epistle 
are studied carefully and judicially, they 
will be seen to provide strong evidence 
that points in the direction of James, the 
Lord’s brother, as the author. The evi- 
dence is cumulative in both force and 
volume. This James is the only James 
in the early Church who was so well 
known that the simple designation, 
“James, a servant of God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ,” was sufficient to identify 
him at once to his readers. The Epistle 
has nothing whatever to say about the 
controversy that led to the holding of 
the Jerusalem Council of the year 50, 
the controversy about the place of Gen- 
tiles in the Church. Some have argued 
that this shows that it was written long 
after that Council, when that contro- 
versy had fallen into the category of “old 
unhappy, far-off things, and battles long 
ago.” A far more reasonable theory, 
and one to which the majority of scholars 


adhere, is that it was written before the 
Council. Various hints here and there 
in the Epistle also point to an early date. 
Even so radical a scholar as Dr. A. T 
Cadoux, in his little book on The 
Thought of St. James (published in 
1944) advocates the early date, men- 
tioning such arguments in support of it 
as the simplicity of the greeting, the use 
of “synagogue” for a Christian place of 
worship and the reference to “elders” only 


as officials of the Church (5:14). 


ALLEGED WEAKNESSES 

Some have looked with suspicion on the 
Epistle because of what they have de- 
scribed as its lack of theological teaching. 
We can, however, find a good deal of 
what has been called “compressed theol- 
ogy,” in such phrases as “Of His own 
will He brought us forth” (1:18), “the 
implanted Word” (1:21), “heirs of the 
Kinedom” (2:5) and the like. A re- 
markable feature of the Epistle that de- 
serves careful study is the witness that it 
bears unobtrusively, at more than one 
point, to the Deity of Christ. In its verv 
first words James stands as a servant of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who is one with 
God. Jesus is the Judge who stands be- 
fore the door (5:9), and His Name is 
the resource of the Christian in sickness 
and sin (5:13-15). As Bengel, Warfield, 
J. B. Mayor and even so advanced a 
scholar as James Moffatt have held, in 
the first verse of the second chapter Jesus 
is referred to as “our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Glory.” As Moffatt says, the Chris- 
tian relicion is there described as belief 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, Who is the 
divine Glory, which is a striking term for 
Christ as the full manifestation of the 
divine presence and majesty. Severely 
practical the Epistle may be, but, as I 
have said in my commentary, the prac- 
tical exhortations “have their roots in 
deeper things, in the vital truths of 
Christian theology, though these roots, as 
is natural, are, to a large extent, hidden 
from the eye.” 

Others have criticized this Epistle be- 
cause of what thev regard as its lack of 
evangelical fervor. Luther had doubts 
about it because he thought that it con- 
tradicted the Pauline doctrine of justifi- 
cation by faith. This is a very serious 
misunderstanding. The plain truth is 
that Paul and James deal with entirely 
different subjects. Paul in his .eaching 
on justification is combating Jewish le 
galism; James is making his protest in the 
interests of raorality, against Antinomian- 
ism. We may put it like this: they are 
not antagonists facing each other with 
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crossed swords; they stand back to back, 
confronting different foes of the Gospel. 

Dr. John Duncan of the New College, 
Edinburgh, once said that Antinomian- 
ism is the only heresy. That may be 
going too far, but it most certainly is a 
foul and pestilential heresy. There are 
some ardent evanglicals who need to have 
their souls strengthened and braced up by 


the searching, ethical teaching of an Epis- 
tle like this. 


ADDRESSED TO DISPERSION 


James, revealed in the Book of Acts as 
a person of commanding power and in- 
fluence in the Jerusalem Church, writes 
here to some Christian Jews of the Dis- 
persion (1:1). They had experienced 
the miracle of regeneration (1:18). 
James speaks of the worthy Name which 
had been invoked upon them in baptism 
(2:7). He exhorts them to wait in pa- 
tience for the coming of the Lord (5:7), 
looking for the crown promised to those 
who love Him (1:12). The Book of Acts 
describes a migration of Christian Jews 
from Jerusalem, which followed the death 
of Stephen (Acts 11:19). Thus, there 
could quite easily have been Christian 
Jews of the Dispersion to whom, at an 
early date, this letter was written. 













ANALYSIS 


It has been said that James seems “to 
have poured out what was uppermost in 
his thoughts, or closest to l:is heart, with- 
out waiting to connect his matter, or to 
throw bridges across from subject to sub- 
ject.” This tentative analysis may be 
suggested: (1) greeting (1:1), (2) trials 
from without (1:1-12), (3) trials from 
within (1:13-18), (4) hearing and doing 
(1:19-27), C5) respect of persons (2:1- 
13), (6) relation of faith and works 
(2:14), C7) sins of the tongue (3: 1-12), 
(8) the false and the true wisdom (3: 13- 
18), (9) mischief caused by strife and 
evil speaking (4:1-12), (10) the uncer- 
tainty and brevity of human life, leading 
us to humble dependence on the will of 
God (4:13-17), (11) the terrible doom 
that the rich oppressors of the Church 
are to meet (5:1-6), (12) final exhorta- 
tion to the Church to stand firm and to 
be forebearing in view of the coming of 
the Lord (5:7-12), (13) various activi- 
ties of the Church—prayer, praise, visita- 
tion of the sick, confession of sins, and the 
restoration of backsliders (5: 13-20). 


TOOLS FOR EXPOSITION 

It will be difficult to find a better Com- 
mentary than the one by that prince of 
biblical exegetes, Dr. Alfred Plummer, 





which was issued as one of the Expositor’s 
Bible series. For close study of the 
Greek text, a study so minute as some- 
times to be in danger of becoming weari- 
some, those who know Greek will be well 
advised to have beside them, if at all 
possible, J. B. Mayor’s Commentary 
(Macmillan). J. B. Hort’s notes extend 
only as far as 4:7; they exhibit so often 





the keen exegetical insight of that great 
Anglican scholar that we profoundly re- 
gret that he was unable to complete his 
work. Help can be obtained from Ropes’ 
Commentary (1.C.C.), Moffatt (Moffatt 
Commentary), Arthur Carr’s little text- 
book (Cambridge Greek Testament), and, 
of course, from John Calvin. 
ALEXANDER Ross 
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IS MODERNITY WORTH SPARING? 


The question so little raised, but so pressingly urgent, 
is whether Western culture is any longer worth spar- 
ing? After all, if salvation (the term is theological) is 
ethical, by what right do men expect a halo perma- 
nently to hallow their pagan ways? Today not sin, 
but rather Christianity is subterranean. The basic 
Christian dogmas are marginal to the prevailing out- 
look on life. The ideas by which men shape their 
social life have become warped and individualized. 
Art and literature are no longer simply Christian- 
pagan, but pagan-Christian; the humanistic motif has 
triumphed and reaches even into the churches. When 
has paganism dared, as in our decade, to incorporate 
even Jesus as one of its fleshly themes? When has 
the music and song of the churches, historically cen- 
tered in the Psalms, erected so wide a bridge to the 
world, so that the world itself replies in kind, although 
carnally, blending the spiritual motif and rock-and- 
roll with scant sense of incongruity and attracting to 
religion many who do not take it seriously? Our 
streets are crammed with pagans, and not even the 
revival of religion—and an indubitable awakening there 
is among many sincere Christians—can hide from view 
this conformity of religion to paganism. Indeed, more 
worldly-wise adults in the Americas are said to con- 
sult newspaper horoscopes than consult the Bible for 
light on the day’s decision. 


Each passing decade now finds the inhabited world 
in a state of instability and shock worse than the 
preceding period. Every sweep of the horizon discloses 
widening crevices. The soulless nations remain as 
bleak signposts after the landslide of Western civiliza- 
tion into abysmal pagan depths. In civilized Europe 
in 1945 and 1946, in the aftermath of World War II, 
more people succumbed to cold and starvation than 
for many preceding generations or centuries; millions 
of refugees from bombed cities or hostile governments 
begged for asylum; fully a third of the people in 
France and Italy voted for Communist party candi- 
dates; the homeless survivors of oppressed continental 
Jewry fled to Palestine for refuge, while a million 
Arabs were dispossessed in that dissension-wracked 
land. The ascendancy of the white race seems nearer 
its eclipse. 


20 - 


Indeed, the future of human history itself lies in 
doubt. Henry Steele Commager, in The American 
Mind (1950), points to the unparalleled “breakdown 
of personal integrity . . . looting and destructiveness, 

. sexual promiscuity” discovered in the second 
American war, and remarks that the two world wars 
failed to induce in the American “either a sense of 
sin or that awareness of evil almost instinctive with 
most old world peoples . . . but accentuated his own 
assurance of power and success. His culture was still 
predominantly material, his thinking quantitative . . .” 
(pp. 432, 410). The old landmarks of Christian cul- 
ture are vanishing, and some “prophets” are left with 
no more basis for optimism about the future than a 
confidence that man is a “tough animal.” National 
fatigue is spreading, and despair increasingly clouds 
the face of the man in the street. 


The world is less one world than ever, except in its 


sins. It has less homogeneity; beyond a common 
veneration of science, a common dread of the atomic 
bomb, the great unanimities slip away. The Kremlin, 
depending on the Marx-Lenin philosophy, regards a 
clash with the Western powers as inevitable. Europe, 
the home of modern Western civilization, is caught 
in the tug of war between the U.S.A. and the 
U.S.S.R. The United Nations itself is frustrated by 
a lack of unity; any great power bent on war can 
exercise its veto power, and even small powers have 
already spurned U.N. verdicts. 

The real question before us is not whether Europe 
and America will be cut to the Soviet pattern, or Russia 
to the Anglo-Saxon; rather, it is whether the whole 
world in our day will go down in nihilism. We are 
face to face not merely with one of the great divides 
of history, but with the divide of divides in the 
sphere of human decision. 


When C. Virgil Gheorghiu penned The Twenty- 
fifth Hour, a best-selling French novel, he applied that 
title deliberately to “The hour when mankind is be- 
yond salvation—when it is too late even for the 
coming of the Messiah. It is not the last hour; it is 


one hour past the last hour. It is Western Civiliza- 
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tion at this very moment. It is NOW.” Although 
Arnold Toynbee might write (A Study of History, p. 
554), “We may and must pray that a reprieve which 
God has granted to our society once will not be refused 
if we ask for it again in a humble spirit and in a 
contrite heart” (a stupendous if, indeed). Gheorghiu 
speaks of Western civilization as already being super- 
seded. Only while we can be sure that a man and a 
culture have not drifted past redemption’s point does 
any semblance of hope remain. In any event, we 
are far down the road to final destruction and doom. 
Our culture is afflicted with moral paralysis, and may 
never learn to walk again. At least, hope is fast run- 
ning out that it can recover from its crippling de- 
formities. 

Only skilled pilots can maneuver the ship of West- 
ern culture any longer through the twilight of mid- 
century chaos toward even the hope of a sunny dawn. 
No other post-Christian generation has stood as des- 
perately as ours in need of expert navigational advice. 
Sprawling mudflats and sloughs extend treacherously 
on every side, and the sea of life is encumbered with 
obstacles that faith alone can move. 


Indeed, a deeper problem vexes us today: how long 
before a people set adrift lose their capacity for taking 
compass bearings? What are the limits of heaven’s 
tolerance? When does collective shame reach a depth 
from which there is no route back? When is the cup 
of iniquity in a given culture full to overflowing? 
When is “civilization” divinely outlawed, and faced 
with a death penalty? Dare we any longer look for 
the spiritual reconstruction of a culture that stinks 
already? Has it, like Lazarus, perchance already been 
dead four days, and the Lord refuses now to come 
near its grave? 


The Christian concern to “rescue” the Christian- 
pagan culture of the West is remarkably strange. 
Whatever bears the impress “pagan” is marked for 
judgment, as the early Christians well knew. The 
apostolic community was aware that “this present evil 
world” is near death, that the forces of Satan almost 
everywhere intrude into its life, that in this world of 
wars and rumors of wars there is no unending peace. 
They made no goal of rescuing a pagan culture; nor 
would they have ventured to perpetuate a pagan- 
Christian, or a Christian-pagan, culture. What God 
sends to its death in judgment neither prophet nor 
apostle can resurrect. And the pagan spirit is doomed, 
no less in A.D. 1956 than in A.D. 1. Indeed, only a 
Christian-pagan conception of the Church’s task can 
be committed absolutely to the goal of cultural rescue— 








for this implies a primarily social conception of the 
Gospel and a highly optimistic view of society and 
history as well. 


To some, it may seem a needless concession to 
pessimism to speak of modern culture as headed for 
doom and as outside the pale of redemption. But to 
those familiar with the New Testament this perspec- 
tive cannot but appear realistic. The lively sense of 
historical end-time produced in the early Christians a 
quite different expectation from that among most 
modern Christians, many theologians included, who 
think the possible extermination of a pagan-Christian 
civilization on this fair planet an intolerable and in- 
sufferable presumption. That is why, to this Christian- 
pagan way of thinking, committed at all odds to the 
survival of a Christian-pagan culture, the blessing of 
the Church is conferred upon Christian-pagan strat- 
egy: the United Nations becomes the only real hope 
for peace, the integration of the races takes priority 
over the regeneration of the race, and so forth. The 
church of the hyphen, of the Christian-pagan disposi- 
tion, made room even in its divinity schools for pro- 
fessors hostile to all supernaturalism, who promoted 
the organization of the Church while yet they were 
enemies of the evangel, propagating instead (as the 
essence of Christianity) the mirage of the social gospel. 
The twentieth-century church yielded to Communism, 
with its radical atheism, a role of challenge against 
the Christian-pagan patterns of our day more dynamic 
than the Christian-pagan forces themselves retained. 
Communism ranged against a pagan-Christian culture, 
in the interest of paganism, displays more zeal than 
those segments of the Christian camp whose main in- 
terest is the perpetuation of a Christian-pagan order. 
Both have lost the vision of Augustine’s The City of 
God; one is still enamored of Plato’s Republic, while 
the other is committed to the Manifesto of Marx and 


Engels. 
* 


For the early Christians, the only hope for the whole 
world lay in the appearance within it of what Pro- 
fessor F. Van Der Meer refers to as “a new category 
of men . . . ‘christanoi’ or ‘christians’” Cin Atlas of 
Western Civilization, p. 36). The advancing Chris- 
tian witness added a new dimension to human per- 
sonality, one that the Bible depicts in the idiom of 
regeneration, justification and sanctification. Re- 
demption through Christ altered man’s sensibilities in 
every sphere of life. The early Christians were not 
committed, therefore, to the perpetuation of Graeco- 
Roman culture. They preserved what was compatible 
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with their faith, but they were not primarily concerned 
with the fate of a civilization which, however religious, 
was not built on foundations of genuine spirituality. 
They knew that only supernatural regeneration pro- 
duces men and women of indomitable faith, unshak- 
able peace, superb morals and neighbor-love. They 
knew because they had participated in the life of the 
old culture before their walk with Christ. They did 
not regard it as a Christian responsibility to aid a dying 
culture in exploring non-Christian or pagan-Christian 
avenues of survival. They had a Gospel to preach, 
and they preached it as to dying men and doomed 
nations. 


The great frontiers before us all now are either 
nihilism or repentance and faith, for the present soul 
fatigue must lead, if not to spiritual renewal, then to 
disillusion and destruction. Once a world was dying in 
its sins, and Christianity seized the initiative. The 
safe era of the pax romana served as a framework for 
the propagation of the Gospel within the empire, and 
later the Christian witness systematically moved be- 
yond the frontiers of the empire into barbarian lands. 
When the old culture succumbed, Christianity sur- 
vived. The fate of the culture was not the fate of 
Christianity. 

Only evangelical Christianity voices the biblical ver- 
dict: the modern mind is unsound, and requires re- 
newal; the modern man stands in need of supernatural 
rebirth. Speculative philosophers still prattle about 
“maturing” the modern mind, or “shaping” the modern 
mind, but evangelical theology alone uses the relevant 
vocabulary: the utter necessity of regenerating the 
whole man. 

The continuation of our very existence depends on 
the solution to basic problems, which Christianity 
alone has power to solve. The peoples of the world 
stand in desperate need of moral and spiritual enlist- 
ment, charging daily life with a sense of ultimate 
responsibility. We need to overcome the feelings of 
a generation which is not only incredibly ignorant of 
Christ, but which lives as if the Gospel were untrue. 
Many hear the Gospel today as something unbelievably 
novel, much like the throng in the Athenian market 
place. 

e 


The Christian needs to tell forth the fundamental 
facts of incarnational religion with a vividness to 
match the hour. He must enter, unintimidated by 
their modern eclipse, into a mood which grasps the 
elements of biblical revelation as new discoveries. 

He need not fear because he speaks for a minority 
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view. The power of Christianity has never depended 
on numerical superiority. The fisherman Peter by 
himself could resist the Hebrew religious leaders; the 
tent-maker Paul could carry the message of Christ 
through the far-flung Roman empire; the scholar 
Augustine in his day could convincingly interpret the 
debacle of history from the Christian standpoint; 
Luther could spark the Reformation and Calvin help 
sustain it; Wesley could turn the tide of secularism in 
England a century ago, and in our time Billy Graham 
can carry light to the Gentiles of three continents. So 
God through his anointed servants in succeeding gen- 
erations becomes the light of a city, of a country, of a 
continent. 

When the old Roman Empire crumbled, Chris- 
tianity was scarcely known to the east of Jerusalem. 
In the Middle Ages, Europe alone Cincluding Britain) 
was a virile center of Christian faith, transplanted later 
to America and other colonies. It is highly question- 
able whether there any longer exists a genuinely Chris- 
tian nation on the face of the earth. But true followers 
of Christ are salted over the face of the globe. In 
Israel there are not many, fewer still in Egypt and 
Syria, but there are some; interdicted by totalitarian 
persecution in Red China, by autocratic religion in 
Colombia; eking out an apprehensive existence in 
Soviet Russia and satellite lands like Hungary; singing 
hymns in the jungles of the Cameroons and of the 
Congo—they remain the light of the world.” In much 
of Southeast Asia the enterprise of “foreign missions,” 
as Western churches refer to it, seems to be drawing 
to an end. But the Church itself is in little peril 
of extinction even there. For dedicated nationals re- 
main united with their living Lord. Indeed, recent 
events have quickened the cause of evangelism, for 
national workers now courageously proclaim the apos- 
tolic message in centers where the missionary move- 
ment itself has lost a biblical witness and vitality. 


In his column “Spires of the Spirit” in the Washing- 
ton Star, the chaplain of the United States Senate, Dr. 
Frederick Brown Harris, notes that even in the United 
States only a vigilant minority carries forward the fight 
for freedom. He recalls the sixteenth-century letter of 
Henry IV of France to his friend Crillon, who had 
failed to appear for a crucial battle. With biting 
scorn, the King wrote: “Go hang yourself, brave 
Crillon. We fought at Aques and you were not there.” 
Although applied to the tense modern battle for liberty, 
the anecdote can also be given a sharper turn. What 
more shameful verdict may history and eternity pro 
nounce upon today’s Christian minister and the layman 
than this: “It was an end-time—for your generation 
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and its culture—but you were not there”? 

In 1956 no man, least of all a professing Christian, 
can afford to be neutral. These are days of unmask- 
ing, when neutrality discloses only those who desert 
the faith. Christian compassion leaves no man to his 
own destiny, for the lack of spiritual decision leads 
to hell, first on earth and then for eternity. It is not 
for us to answer the question “after 1956, what?” for 
God holds the future in His hands, but there is a 
question for whose answer we may be sure, “what 
must I do to be saved?” The Philippian jailor asked 
it centuries ago. The apostolic reply, “Believe on the 
Lord jesus Christ, and you will be saved, and your 
household” (Acts 16:31), which wrought emancipa- 
tion for one imprisoned soul, still has power to free 
all who are captive to the spirit of paganism. The 
Gospel in its very unveiling of the living God imparts 
at once a new hue to man and society, and to nature. 
It has power still to bind the awakening conscience 
to Christ and the inspired Scripture. If any word of 
Christ’s holds out hope to the West it must be found 
in His last instruction to the first century followers: 
“Go ye . . . and make disciples of all nations, baptiz- 
ing them into the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever | commanded you: and lo, I am 
with you always, even unto the end of the world” 


(Matt. 28:19F). 
e 


A generation and a century, a civilization and a cul- 
ture, which advance under alien commands are troop- 
ing always on the quagmire of doom. In passionate 
obedience to the Great Commission the Church fulfills 
her mission, while, by their response to the Christian 
confrontation, men and nations seal their destiny. In 
a time of peril the Church can do no better than to 
obey those majestic marching orders, rushing to the 
aid of dying men carrying their misplaced hopes with 
them. 





FEAR OF MAN EJECTED 
BY FEAR OF GOD 


In his first inaugural address Franklin D. Roosevelt 
made the statement that has become a popular and 
common quotation. He said in part, “the only thing 
we have to fear is fear itself.” From pulpit and plat- 
form this quotation has been hurled to dispel the dark, 
overhanging clouds of fear—but without effect. Dark- 
ling clouds still lower over our civilization. 

The fear of Roosevelt’s. concern cannot be com- 
pared to the new dread that possesses the hearts of 





people. The fear of 1933 was defined by Roosevelt 
as “nameless, unreasoning, unjustified terror.” The 
present terror is not nameless, nor unreasoning nor 
unjustified. 

Atomic and hydrogenic doom is the name of this 
fear. Scientists reason that the new destructive weap- 
ons are capable of destroying civilization, if not the 
earth itself. Dread of their use is indeed justified, for 
previous wars have revealed the demonic character of 
man. 

Actually the new fear has displaced an older fear. 
Fear of man is superseding fear of God. Millions have 
shaken off the dread of God only to become enslaved 
by another anxiety—fear of the future, the fear of man 
for man. This modern apprehension terrifies as much 
as did concern of the hereafter implanted by the 
thought of fire and brimstone. Terror of unrighteonis 
and of sinful man in possession of nuclear weapons 
has supplanted terror of the righteous and holy God. 

In casting off the fear of God man has in reality 
repudiated that which alone will dispel the fear of 
man. Isaiah pointedly asked, “who art thou, that thou 
shouldest be afraid of a man that shall die, and of the 
son of man which shall be made as grass; and forget- 
test the Lord thy maker, that hath stretched forth the 
heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth?” CIsa. 
51:12, 13). If man had not forgotten God, he would 
not now be living in fear of man. 

Dread of man finds its source in distrust of divine 
power. The creature is thought to possess greater 
power than the Creator. Reflection on the infinite 
might of God evidenced in creation and providence 
generates confidence and peace. God has greater power 
to preserve than enemies have to destroy. 

Only fear of God will cast out fear of man. This is 
not a terrifying or servile fear of God but a reverential 
fear. It finds its source in the realization of God’s 
power and righteousness. Wisdom and true religion 
are the fruits of reverential fear. It leads to Christ and 
commitment to His care and providence. 

The present generation needs to learn that the only 
road to real security and confidence is found in the 
fear of God. Only Almighty God has the power and 
the love to protect man trom man. Commitment to 
Him makes fear of man unreasonable, for God’s power 
is unbounded and man’s power limited. It makes ter- 
ror unjustified, for the Psalmist has declared that those 
who abide under the wings of God's protective care 
shall not be afraid for the terror by night. Only as a 
nation dwells under the fear of the living God does 
fear of man become “nameless, unreasoning, unjustified 
terror.” 

Only to a God-fearing nation can it be declared in 
truth, “the only thing we have to fear is fear itself.” 
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A PREACHER’S GREAT TEMPTATION 
AND THE SPIRITUAL ANTIDOTE 


Every minister called upon to stand in the pulpit week 
after week should read I Corinthians 1:17 to 2:5 at 
frequent intervals. 

Paul the great preacher, the divinely instructed 
theologian, places his finger squarely on the ever 
recurring temptation to proclaim God’s truth with 
“enticing words of man’s wisdom.” 

lo the unregenerate world the preacher is engaged 
in a foolish business and it cannot be otherwise. Man 
in his natural state wants a convincing sign or a well 
reasoned philosophy. To yield to such pressures is 
an insidious and deadly temptation. 

It is not easy to preach a message which is a stum- 
blingblock to some and meaningless jargon to others. 
Nevertheless that is the preacher's mission. 

But how can it be effective? Does not reason demand 
that we convince our hearers by the very force of 
Take found the 
preaching that has lasting effect is centered in Christ 
and Him crucified; foolishness to the world but the 
power of God to those who will believe. 


logic and_ erudition? care! Paul 


An intellectual concept of the gospel message is 
vital, but there is also the absolute necessity of a 
personal relationship with the One Who made that 
Gospel possible. This experience of the burning 
heart enables one to rise above the ever-present temp- 
tation to please the “itching ears” in any given con- 
gregation. It is this recognition of the supernatural 
origin and effect of the Gospel which alone can compel 
the minister to preach the message on God's terms 


and in God's way. 





JUDGMENT ON THE CHRISTIAN WEST 


Continued from page 17) and thunder of the just 


judgment of Almighty God. 


Perhaps, however, not so much to say anything 
pious or wise, but in order not to keep silent, as St. 


Augustine once said in a very different context, we 
can meditate on the extraordinary predicament in 
which Christendom is and in which Christians are. 
Perhaps it is not being presumptuous to do this, if we 
realize that Christianity has a special responsibility for 
Communism. In a sense the latter is the Christian 
West’s unintended, but definite and fantastic, gift 
to the world. 


PREDICAMENT OF CHRISTENDOM 


What are the hard facts? First, communism arose in 
the West, specifically in Germany and Great Britain 
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with a considerable French infusion. Second, Karl 
Marx, the Moses of Communism as Engels was the 
Aristotle, was a baptized Christian and an Evangelical 
at that—which in Europe means a Lutheran. We 
Christians commonly speak of Marx as a Jew, and 
in favor of this is the fact that he was very Jewish 
in his mind and soul. 

A third fact is that the materials which went into 
composing communism as a system were drawn from 
Western philosophy, scientific progress, industrialism 
and social conditions in the nineteenth century. A 
fourth fact is the astonishing assimilation in Commu- 
nism as a doctrinal and mythological system to the 
Bible and Christianity. This can be shown by a doc- 
trine-to-doctrine comparison, such as is worked out in 
my book Communism and Christ. It must, however, 
be stressed that this is an example of unconscious 
thinking. 

It is a result certainly unintended by Marx who 
was passionately sincere, subjectively, in his con- 
viction that religion is the opiate of the people, the 
dope administered by beneficiaries of capitalism, and 
the leading obstacle to social and historical progress. 

Communism is as far as ancient Gnosticism from 
being in the normal sense of the phrase a Christian 
heresy. It is rather an opposed and a competing system, 
controlled by diametrically antagonistic premises; and 
it is in a very nearly exact sense the expression in 
twentieth-century terms of the spirit of Antichrist. 
It seeks deliberately, strategically, uncompromisingly 
and with fierce, inhuman hostility to extirpate the in- 
fluence, teaching and name of Jesus Christ. 

The confusion, division, rationalization and com- 
promise of Christians in relation to this issue are 
surely a marvel of the present age which future his- 
torians will find scarcely credible. 

The fifth and final fact to be noted is that Commu- 
nism as a creed and a universal salvation system has 
been exported from West to East, thus reversing a 
religious trend of thousands of years. 


THE DEMONIC IN HISTORY 

So much for what is. If, next, we ask why this is, the 
answer is very difficult and can be either brief and 
summary, or very long drawn out and complicated, 
with every facet of modern history brought into the 
story. We must give the short answer. 

The Bible teaches us that there is a great mystery 
about faith. Indeed, the apostle Paul says that the 
short and simple truth about living Christian faith 
is that it is God’s gift. This applies in principle, also, 
to every powerful expression of faith and to the pri- 
macy of the will to believe in human existence. 

From this standpoint there is no rational explanation 
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of the faith of Marxism-Leninism, aptly named for 
two of the great believers of history. Reason can list 
and link together many important conditioning factors 
and circumstances, but the final explanation must be 
assigned to the mysteries of human freedom, the power 
of the demonic and the satanic in history, and divine 
providence and judgment. 


THE JUDGMENT OF GOD 


Particularly important is the last named explanatory 
factor, divine providence and judgment. The biblical 
and Christian view of history is that God is everlastingly 
at work in His world both as Creator-Lover and as 
Judge. While we may well shrink from facing and ac- 
cepting the relation—for “it is a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God’”—there can be no 
doubt that God is related in a most important way to 
the astounding, total phenomenon of Communism. 

Communism, also stripped at this moment of its last 
hypocritical pretension and standing naked in all its 
hideous, inner ugliness, represents the fearful divine 
verdict on Christian and Western civilization: “Thou 
art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting.” 
That is, Communism denotes both in its curious origin 
and in its extraordinary expansion the existence of a 
grave sickness in Western culture. This sickness is 
primarily of the soul and therefore concerns most in- 
timately the Christian Church. 

The heart, literally, of a civilization is the values 
which are generally aecepted by its people and which 
are the cardinal motives of life in its manifold phases. 
Communism stabs us awake because its values are ex- 
plicit and are in violent, deliberate contrast with those 
the West has received and taken for granted. What 
we generally fail to realize is that Communism could 
not have arisen and certainly could not have advanced 
so spectacularly without a preparatory loss of faith in 
transcendent reality and a secularization and materiali- 
zation of values. 

What of us in the United States? To some extent 
we have missed or at least blunted the secularization 
that has swamped Europe, including Great Britain. 
There are widespread indications of religious revival 
in our country as a whole and there are our fantastic 
church statistics. According to Dr. Will Herberg, more 
than 95 per cent of all Americans actually identify 
themselves religiously. 


LIBERTY MORE THAN LIFE 


Yet soon after the merciless rape of Hungary by the 
Soviets, I heard a former Soviet Colonel of Intelligence 
“Meet the Press” of America. The half hour in which 
this took place was one of the most uncomfortable 
I have ever spent. Four top news correspondents set 





out to obtain for the American TV audience a story 
from the Colonel who had repudiated communism 
and “the inhuman communist system.” They never 
got much of a story, for their minds and that of their 
guest never met. They felt the Hungarian revolt was 
a failure. They wanted the Colonel to comment on the 
harsh dilemma of the captive peoples. He never con- 
ceded failure even in the slightest degree and he really 
never accepted a question those crack inquisitors gave 
him. Each time he would tilt or transpose the question 
so as to bring it over into a different dimension of ex- 
istence. 

The devastating climax of the interview came when 
the young ex-Soviet Colonel so very mildly said that 
it seemed to him that our main purpose in America 
was to stay alive. For the people of East Europe, on 
the contrary, this was not the situation. For them 
existence under the communist system had become in- 
tolerable and liberty mattered more than life. 

Behind this attractive, apparently baffling young Rus- 
sian I seemed to see and hear distant figures like 
Patrick Henry, Sam Adams and our first Congressmen 
who adopted on July 4, 1776, a ringing declaration of 
defiance even against death. But I could not see that 
this got through to the American reporters. They 
seemed to be fixated in another, flatter dimension, the 
dimension of peace, prosperity, and “don’t topple the 
applecart” in which most of us seem to be living. 


THE INNER MEANING 


“Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found 
wanting.” Is this indeed the inner meaning of Com- 
munism in relation to the Christian West? 

On this question Christian Americans must think 
and think furiously. Communist tyranny is crumbling, 
though no man can say what streets of desolation and 
rivers of young blood must still be added to the holo- 
caust of Budapest. Milovan Djilas, former close friend 
of Tito and Vice President of Yugoslavia, says that the 
uprising of the Hungarian people is comparable in 
significance to the French and the Russian revolutions. 
It means that the whole Communist system is on the 
way out. For this confession Tito jailed him. 

Where will we be in that day? Possibly just where 
we are—comfortable, fabulously prosperous, obsessed 
with the desire for peace at any price, finding it in- 
credible that men and women, boys and girls could 
fling their lives away with calculated abandon. 

“Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; 
and whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it.” 
These words still determine the ultimate course of this 
world, and in our age of anxiety and storm, the pur- 
poses of the Kingdom “not of this world” are strangely 
fulfilled. 


END 
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SOBER UP 

Martyrdoms have been commemorated 
in stained glass through the ages. Only 
to our time, however, has come the 
happy thought of memorializing a hang- 
over in glass. There on the neighbor's 
serving table is a choice selection of 
beautiful “Swedish modern” decanters, 
the relics and mementos of the New 
Year's binge that finished off the 
Christmas spirits. Through the gener- 
ous self-interest of progressive distil- 
leries a man may now hit the bottle 
and keep it as a trophy. 

Perhaps a liquor manufacturer in 
search of art treasures for his advertis- 
ing might be referred to the triptych 
on the Fall of man by Albrecht Altdorfer 
in the National Gallery. The left panel 
would be appropriate for an antique 
label: it pictures Bacchus, dissolute and 
obese, presiding over a loathsome mass 
of besotted revelers. 

I sense the reaction of some of my 
“kin” among your correspondents: “You 
evangelicals find it so convenient to at- 
tack the sins of the flesh! Everybody 
is against drunkenness and scarlet sin. 
What about pride . . . the self-righteous 
hypocrisy of a sanctimonious wife that 
drives a man to drink . . . the social 
sins that create economic misery from 
which alcohol seems to promise es- 
cape? Don’t you realize that the al- 
coholic is a sick man?” 

Touche! But to plead that drunken- 
ness is not the only sin or even the 
worst sin or that it involves physical 
consequences beyond the initial sin does 
not disguise the fact that it is sin. This 
plea suggests a mistake like that of the 
crusaders against “Demon Rum.” Pass- 
ing social legislation is no more effective 
than smashing whiskey bottles in dis- 
lodging the demon from the sinner’s 
heart. 

Only Christ can do that. Christian 
soberness is more than temperance in 
food and drink. Aroused from the 
drunken befuddlement of wordly stupor, 
the Christian sees the real issues. He 
knows what time it is—that the night 
is far spent and the dawn near. The 
sober Christian is not a lean ascetic, 
but a full man—drunk with the new 


wine of Pentecost! EUTYCHUS 
26° 


MARIOLOGY—MARIOLATRY 


There is a common misuse of the word 
“Mariology.” The term itself is neutral 
and refers simply to the theology con- 
cerning the place of Mary in the Chris- 
tian scheme of things. Mariolatry Clit- 
erally: worship of Mary) is the better 
term to use in describing certain extreme 
Roman Catholic theological developments 
which seem to threaten the unique place 
of Christ as our Redeemer. How un- 
fortunate it is that these developments 
seem to exalt the humble Mother of God 
at the expense of her Son. For Mary 
always points us, not to herself, but to 
Christ: “Whatsoever he saith unto you, 
do it” (St. John 2:5). 

James H. Davis 
Ascension Episcopal Church 
Hintong, West Va. 


JORDAN’S STORMY BANKS 


Having lived in Israel for three years I 
write . . . (1) The Arab conquest of 
Palestine was in 634 A.D., and this rule 
lasted till about 900. . . . The Jews had 
ruled the land for more than a thousand 
of the 3000 years of its recorded history, 
and had always maintained their claim. 
(2) Extensive Arab immigration came 
only after Jewish colonization brought 
new prosperity to the land wrecked under 
Arab and conqueror misuse. . . . (3) The 
Jewish contribution to the allied cause in 
World War II was magnificent in man- 
power, applied science and money. The 
Arabs never lifted a finger to free them- 
selves from the Turks. . . . The Arabs 
were given over 100 times as much land 
freed from the Turks. . . . On the 
basis of past history, what hope is there 
that any Christian hand or voice would 
. . . protect this nation, a pilot project for 
the world in working out the teachings 
not only of the Old Testament prophets 
but of him whom the Jews call their 
greatest Provhet. . . 

EvizasetH G. CHapMaNn 


May I, through your columns, ask Chris- 
tian people three questions: 

Are Arab refugees any less important 
or deserving in the sight of God than 
Jewish refugees? Or Hungarian refugees? 

On what grounds can you justify the 
West's support of Israel? (Surely not on 





religious grounds for if Egypt is a Mos- 
lem nation, modern Israel is out and out 
materialist with no claims to Christian 
partisanship whatsoever.) 

If we believe in democracy and the 
sovereign right of a nation to determine 
its own affairs, how can we maintain 
this belief and, at the same time, deny 
these rights to ANY nation whose inter- 
nal policy does not happen to please us? 

The point is that through our support 
of Israel, the ancient foe of Araby, we 
seem to have driven the Arab nations into 
the arms of the Communists, and this 
seems to me to be not only a great pity 
but a very grave mistake. 

St. Paul’s United Church M. B. Jose 
Prescott, Ontario, Canada 


CHALLENGE AND RESPONSE 


Will Gordon H. Clark answer this ques- 
tion in print: If the virgin birth is as 
essential as the Incarnation in Christian 
belief, why does not Paul mention it in 
Galatians 4:4, 5 nor John the Evangelist 
in John 1:1-18 . . .? Please notice that 
these two writers both strongly affirm 
the fact of Incarnation, emphasizing 
God’s initiating Incarnation into human 
nature. It is Mary’s humanness as re- 
vealed in the Gospels and Acts and not 
the method (virgin birth) of conception 
that is important to Paul and John the 
Evangelist. 

Mr. Clark evades this question by 
saying that Paul’s silence about the tri- 
umphal entry or John’s about Peter's con- 
fession means that their silence about the 
virgin birth means nothing; however, in 
the above two passages either or both 
would have included the virgin birth if 
it was as important as the Incarnation. 
But it wasn’t. Their common interest is 
in God’s action through human nature 
in the particular woman, Mary. 

Mr. Clark cannot say that I find the 
virgin birth too much as a miracle, for he 
knows as well as I that the Incarnation 
and the Resurrection are both such dras- 
tic miracles that all others are minor by 
comparison. I am raising only one ques- 
tion, and this on the basis of the two 
above passages, how can the virgin birth 
be equated with the Incarnation as 
equally important in any way? The In- 
carnation is essential fact or we become 
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Unitarian in view, but let us only affirm 
and declare with Paul and John that 
Christ was born of the woman Mary. 


\lr. Clark in his dealing with the birth 
narratives in Matthew and Luke neglects 
the important discoveries of 100 years 
of scholarship. These two narratives are 
not part of the foundation of our Gos- 
pels, which foundation is the keruema 
and the Passion narratives. Attached to 
this essential structure, which of course, 
presupposes the Incarnation as a postu- 
late, are the various pericopes, most of 
them very important, but some as the 
birth narratives showing a less important 
interest and emphasis . 

Joun YEAMAN 
Edison St. Methodist Church 


Fredericksburg, Tex. 





Paul in Gal. 4:4-5 does not state and 
cannot state all that is essential to the 
Gospel. Nor can John, who in chapter 
one of his Gospel has selected the pre- 
existence of Jesus as his topic and not 
his human birth. We cannot legitimately 
expect everybody to say everything. 

Further, the question of the letter 
seems to depend on lack of attention to 
what I wrote. A belief in the Virein Birth 
is not essential to one’s salvation. The 
thief on the cross knew nothing about it. 
At the same time I maintain that the fact 
of the Virein Birth is essential to God’s 
plan; and further, a belief in the Virgin 
Birth is essential to a worthy ministry. 
The kerugma, or that which must be 
preached, is not some small part of the 
New Testament; it is the whole of the 
Bible; as Paul indicates in Acts 20:27. 

[ am not ignorant of the “important 
discoveries of 100 years of scholarship.” 
The destructive critics “discovered” that 
Moses could not have written the Penta- 
teuch because writing had not been in- 
vented in his time. They “discovered” 
that the Hittite nation had never existed. 
Wellhausen “discovered” that the culture 
reflected in Genesis was the culture of 
the Babylonian captivity. Orthodox 
Christians have always known that this 
scholarship was mistaken. 

Indianapolis, Ind. Gorpon H. Crarx 


FOR MEN ONLY 


| did not notice a single woman's name 
connected with your publication. . . . It 
is probably an act of chivalry on your 
part to keep the menfolk in the vanguard 
army. . . . I can’t find any record in the 
New Testment of a woman deserting, or 
being displeased with Christ. Even the 
Magdalenes tagged after Him without 


seeming to unruffle His composure, so 
it should be a measure of your 
if you can allow the company of 
“sissies” in your very dignified columns 
without losing composure. 

Norwood, Mass E. N. 
e The of masculine names in 
Curistianiry Topay follows from the 
fact that contributing editors and corre- 


you see 
divinity 


roster 


chosen from 
But the magazine 
spearheads no anti-feminine movement. 


spondents were largely 


among the clergy. 


The current issue contains one of a num- 
ber of articles to appear by lady penmen. 
—Ep. 


ON THE EDGE OF GLORY 


The solution of the problem 

(“Preaching on the Edge of Despera- 
tion,” Dec. 10, 1956) lies in a thorough 
study and application of the Pastoral 
Epistles of St. Paul and of Acts 6:1-4. 
If we ministers could and would, as 
we should, follow the guidelines there 
laid down—and how 


many congrega- 





tions specify as much in their calls?— | 


we'd have a chance to grow pro- 
fessionally. E. P. Scnutze 
Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 
Peekskill, N.Y. 


NO INTEGRATION 


I feel the need of commenting . It 
is said that “Organic Church Union 
could be represented in its most intense 
form by the National Council. . . .” 
If the verb “could” is supposed to mean 
“is”, I can only express amazement: the 
NCCC has never even had a Depart- 
ment of Faith and Order in its structure! 
And as to the NCCC’s being “inte- 
grated” within the framework of 
World Council of Churches, I feel that 
too strong a verb has been chosen. There 
is good cooperation, but hardly integra- 


tion. J. Rosert Netson 
Commission on Faith and Order 


World Council of Churches 


Geneva, Switzerland 


Both editorials “The Perils of Inde- 
pendency” and “The Perils of Ecu- 
menicity” are excellent! Anyone who 
objects . . . reflects the confirmed bigo- 
tries of his “camp.” Continue on this 
high level. God condescends to work 
on such a plateau. Ricnarp T. SmirH 
Princeton Baptist Church 


Princeton, Me. 


Your twin articles 
timely were written kindly and 
penetratingly. Jonun Eumurian 
Angelo Community Church 

Sparta, Wis. 
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FOR YOU? 


*Compared with Moody Annuities, 
money invested in savings accounts, 
stocks, or other business securities is 
only working part time. If you’ve been 
planning to make a gift to the Lord 
through Moody Bible Institute, but have 
put it off because you needed the income 
from your savings, then you will be in- 
terested in Moody Annuities. 


MOODY ANNUITIES... 
WHAT THEY ARE...WHAT THEY DO 


An annuity is a gift, in return for which 


| Moody Bible Institute agrees to pay a fixed 


sum yearly to the giver. Moody Annuity 
payments are determined somewhat like an 
insurance premium. They depend on the 
size of the gift amg your age. For instance, 
a man aged 60, wStld receive $53.91 yearly 
for every $1,000 given to the Institute 
through an annuity. This represents an 
annual return of almost 542%. Because the 
annuity is considered a gift, a large per- 
centage of your annual check is free of 
income taxes. 


FOR THE LORD... 


Part-time dollars get busy fast in full-time 


| Christian service when given to Moody 





Bible Institute and its many ministries. 
Through your gift, you become an active 
soul winner—sharing in the ministry of radio 
station WMBI, the distribution of gospel 
literature, the film ministry and the Insti- 
tute of Science. 


FOR YOU... 


Moody Annuities pay more than most ordi- 
nary, conservative investments. What's more, 
they’ require no managing or supervision 
..-your checks keep coming year after year, 
without attention on your part. Your in- 
come is safe, too. For over 47 years, Moody 
has never missed or been late with an 
annuity payment. 
FREE BOOKLET gives you complete 
information, including tax rate return. 
tax savings and details concerning special 
types of annuity arrangements. 


Send for this Free Booklet Today! 
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WORLD CRISIS PROMPTS INAUGURATION DECISION 


When President Eisenhower takes his second term oath of office at a private 
ceremony in the White House at noon on January 20, he will become the first 
President of the United States ever to be sworn in on a Sunday. 

The decision against waiting until Monday, prompted by the tense international 
situation, will prevent the nation from being without a President for 24 hours. 
(Religious leaders, generally, are in complete accord with the decision.) 

President Eisenhower will repeat the oath at noon on Monday, January 21, in 
a public ceremony on the steps of the Capitol. The Monday ceremony will be 
broadcast and televised throughout the world. 


20th Amendment 


Under the 20th Amendment to the Constitution, adopted in 1933, the term of 
the President ends at noon on January 20. If a President has failed to qualify, 
the Vice President-elect shall serve as President until he does. Thus, President 
Eisenhower will have to step down as President at noon on Sunday unless he takes 
the oath for a second term. Presidential advisers warned against a 24-hour hiatus 
of executive power. 

Vice President Richard M. Nixon also will take his second term oath at the 
private White House ceremony and will repeat it at the public ceremony on Monday. 

January 20 will be the fourth time in U. S. history that an inauguration day 
has fallen on Sunday. On Saturday night, March 3, 1877, President-elect Rutherford 
B. Hayes took’ the oath privately at the White House. He repeated the oath 
publicly the following Monday. In 1849, Zachary Taylor refused to take the 
oath on Sunday and was not sworn in until Monday noon. In 1821, President 
James Monroe deferred taking his second term oath until Monday. 


Plans for Church 

President Eisenhower plans to attend the 9:30 a.m. service at National Presby- 
terian Church on Sunday, January 20. If he attended the 11 a.m. service, he 
would be in church at the time his term expires. 

Four clergymen, including the head of the Greek Orthodox Church in North 
America, will participate in the public inauguration. It will be the first time that 
a representative of Eastern Orthodoxy has taken part. 

Dr. Edward L. R. Elson, pastor of National Presbyterian Church, where Presi- 
dent Eisenhower is a member, will give the invocation. (Dr. Elson is a contributing 
editor of CurisTiaNniry Topay.) 

Archbishop Michael, of the Greek Orthodox Archdioceses of North and South 
America, will deliver the first prayer, immediately before the Vice President takes 
his oath of office. 

Dr. Louis Finkelstein, chancellor of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America, 
New York, will offer the second prayer immediately preceding the administration 
of the oath of office to President Eisenhower. 

Edward Cardinal Mooney, Archbishop of Detroit, will give the benediction. 

Traditionally, three clergymen participate in inaugurations—one each from the 
Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jewish faiths. 

Private Communion 

On Thursday, January 3, a private Communion Service was held in National 
Presbyterian Church at 8 a.m. for President Eisenhower, his Cabinet and members 
of Congress. Dr. Elson conducted the service. 





Flood of Indecency 

The so-called small protests of con- 
cerned people throughout the nation 
have converged on official Washington 
and touched off the following major de- 
velopments in the “flood of obscenity” 
flowing through U. S. mails: 

* Staff members of the House Post Of- 
fice Committee are drafting a bill that 
will make habitual violators liable to as 


28 » 


much as 20 years in prison. 

* Rep. John Dowdy (D-Texas), chair- 
man of House Subcommittee on postal 
operations, has announced plans to close 
a legal loophole through which “peddlers 
of lust” flaunt the law. 

* Mr. Dowdy also plans to introduce 
a bill providing that publishers of inde- 
cent books and magazines may be tried 
at any place where such mail is received 


as well as where it is deposited. (Kansas 
and New York differ greatly on views 
of pornography.) 

* The United States Supreme Court 
has taken under advisement an appeal 
by a convicted publisher of obscene 
books which, if granted, can upset state 
and Federal statutes and _ necessitate 
complete revisions of such laws. 

Concerning habitual violators, Mr. 
Dowdy had this to say: 

“We see the same fellows over and 
over again. They publish first under 
this name and then under another. As 
soon as postal authorities catch on to 
them in one place, they move some- 
where else. They get fined, but it doesn’t 
stop them because they are after big, 
quick profits. If they do go to jail for 
six months, they only use the time to 
think up new ideas.” 

The only answer, he said is “a good 
stiff jail sentence.” 

In the matter of the legal loophole 
he plans to close, the Texas congressman 
said the Dowdy-Rees Bill gives the 
Postmaster General authority to impound 
mail of publishers violating postal regu- 
lations, but allows violators to flaunt the 
law because of a Senate amendment. 

Designed to protect legitimate publish 
ers, the amendment provides that the 
Dowdy-Rees act “shall not apply to mail 
addressed to publishers or distributors of 
publications which have entry as second 
class matter under the Act of March 3, 
1879, or to publishers or distributors of 
copyrighted books and other publications 
to whom a certificate of registration of 
copyright has been issued under the 
copyright laws.” 

Publishers of racy “men’s magazines,” 
he said, are rushing to Washington to 
register the contents of their magazines 
for copyright and are going through the 
form of applying for a second class mail 
permit. 

The Post Office Department is reject- 
ing the applications for second class mail 
privileges, but publishers are entitled to 
a 30-day period in which to appeal. Not 
until that period is over can the depart- 
ment start legal action to impound the 
publisher's mail. The copyright office 
of the Library of Congress does not have 
authority to deny a registration of copvy- 
right merely because it questions the 
contents of a publication. 

Regarding the site for the trying of 
cases, Mr. Dowdy said most of the ob- 
jectionable magazines and books are be- 
ing mailed from two cities, New York 
and Los Angeles. (Continued on page 30) 
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Route of Moses 

Extensive surveys, tending to support 
the theory of some that Moses took a 
northern route through the Sinai Penin- 
sula on his way to the Promised Land, 
have been completed by two teams of 
Israeli scientists. 

One team, consisting of archaeologists, 
historians, philologists and geographers of 
the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, 
explored the famous Greek Orthodox 
monastery of St. Catherine at the foot 
of Mt. Sinai. 

The other team, made up of archae- 
ologists of the Israeli Department of 
Antiquities, investigated ruins in the 
Oasis of Kadesh Barnea, near the Israeli- 
Egyptian border north of Sinai. 

At St. Catherine’s the scientists scru- 
tinized and photographed manuscripts 
dating from the sixth century. Examina- 
tion of the monastery buildings disclosed 
remains of a basilical church built by the 
Emperior Justinian in the fourth cen- 
tury, with only a chapel of the Burning 
Bush—a Crusader addition—still sub- 
stantially intact. 

The monastery was found standing on 
1 Justinianic foundation on which were 
superimposed structures of the Crusader, 
Napoleonic and late 19th century periods. 

Geographers surveyed a granite area 
between and the south 
Sinai coast. Archaeologists examined the 
ruins of a large fortified settlement at 
Wadi Feiran in ancient Paran. Paran, 
which reached its prime in the Byzan- 
tine period, was inhabited from the mid- 
dle of the Iron Age to the early Arab 
pn riod. 


the monastery 


The scholars, headed by Dr. Benjamin 
Mazar, president of Hebrew University, 
reported they had found no remains of 
1 middle Bronze Age, claimed to have 
been the Jewish 


contemporary with 


exodus from Egypt. 

The second team found large quan- 
tities of pottery at Kadesh Barnea dating 
from the Patriarchal period, as well as 
remnants of a 10th century B. C. Judean 
fortress which had apparently been de- 
stroyed by the Babylonians. A wall three 
miles long protected the whole Kadesh 
irea against nomadic tribes. 


Unusual Infant 

Noah, builder of the ark, was such an 
unusual infant that his father believed 
he had been supernaturally conceived 
ind spoke to his wife “with vigor” about 
it. 


This new light on the family life of 





Lemach, father of Noah, and his wife 
is contained in what is known as the 
seventh Dead Sea Scroll, the last to be 
unrolled, Dr. Yigael Yadin, one of Israel’s 
leading archaeologists, disclosed. 

Dr. Yadin, former chief of staff of the 
Israeli the staff of 
Hebrew University. He and a colleague, 
Dr. Nahman Abigad, have translated 
five columns of the scroll. 


army, is now on 


The account, said Dr. Yadin, is writ- 
ten in Aramaic “in a very pleasant hand” 
on the hairy side of what is believed to 
be goatskin. He said it was so brittle 
that only an inch or two could be un- 
rolled at a time. 


In the scroll, Lamech, speaking in the 
first person, tells of his growing fear that 
the bov he thought was his son was 
really the child of “the Watchers, the 
Holy Ones or the fallen angels.” 


He explains that his fear was induced 
by the unique qualities of the child. 
Lamech describes the infant as having 
a body “white as snow and red as the 
blooming of the rose,” with long locks 
of hair “white as wool” and eyes that 
lighted up the house “like the sun” when 
he opened them. 

The scroll then tells how Lamech con- 
fronted his wife and how she, finally 
“srawing wrath,” swore by the “Most 
High Lord of Greatness and King of the 
World” that Lamech, not some super- 
natural being, was the father of Noah. 


One More Seat 

Another seat in the Chamber of Dep- 
uties has been granted to Iraq’s Christian 
minority, making a total of eight in the 
138-member lower House. 

The newly-created seat from Baghdad 
brings the number of Christian deputies 
from the Iraqui capital to three. 


Projects in Israel 

The government in Israel has allo- 
cated $140,000 for the improvement of 
biblical, historical and other tourist sites. 

Landing facilities will be improved at 
Tabgha on the Sea of Galilee, the site 
of the Multiplication of Loaves and at 
Capernaum, site of the ancient syna- 
gogue where Jesus is said to have prayed 
and preached. 

A new tree-lined road to Mount Zion 
is nearing completion. 





Curistianiry Topay is a subscriber to 
Religious News Evangelical 
Press Service and Washington Religious 
Report Newsletter. 
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CHRISTIANITY TODAY 


africa + asia + austrRalasia 





Missionaries Slain 

Half-civilized natives of Dutch New 
Guinea became enraged when their pigs 
began to die in large numbers. 

Blame for the plague (thought to be 
pig-cholera) was laid on the intrusion 
of missionaries in tribal territory. 

A native uprising was planned for 
November 3, but failed to materialize, 
according to information received by the 
American Mission of the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance. Then, about two 
weeks later, the natives, armed with 
axes and knives, surrounded the mission, 
located near the border of Dutch and 
Australian New Guinea. 

Twelve unarmed native missionary 
teachers were killed and the bodies dis- 
membered, the Sydney Mirror reported. 
An airplane belonging to a European 
missionary was ripped apart. 

Had the November 3 attack been on 
schedule, 12 American missionaries, plus 
the 12 natives, would have been caught 
at a mission service. 


The uprising was brought under con- 





Receives $250 


“What I learned paid me $250 
in the MacFadden Contest. If I 
hadn’t had your course I would 
never have dared to compete in 
such fast company. Thanks a mil- 
lion for your help.” 





Mrs. L. B. Lewis, Anna, Illinois 
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trol when the Dutch flew Marines, with 
Sten guns and mortars, to the scene. 
Americans and Europeans were kept un- 
der police protection in a government 
building for several nights. 


‘Godless Monopoly’ 

A new universal primary education 
plan initiated by the East Nigerian gov- 
ernment has been denounced by Catho- 
lics as a “godless monopoly of education.” 

Under the plan, all new schools opened 
in the region are to be government-con- 
trolled and managed by local officials, 
who will be free to invite religious bodies 
to supply temporary faculty members. 





FLOOD OF INDECENCY 


(Continued from page 28) A staff spokes- 
man for the House Subcommittee said: 

“Pornography may be viewed as one 
thing in Hollywood or on Broadway, and 
as quite another in Emporia, Kansas, or 
Athens, Texas. After all, it is in the 
latter places that the damage is done in 
terms of corruption of morals and juve- 
nile delinquency. Judges and juries 
who see at first hand the results of such 
immoral reading matter may take a more 
serious view of the offense.” 

In the Supreme Court appeal, Samuel 
Roth, a New York publisher convicted 
by a Federal jury and sentenced to five 
years in jail with fine of $5,000, has 
asked that the conviction be set aside on 
grounds of no evidence to prove his 
publications actually injured anyone. 

The appeal has reached the Supreme 
Court at the same time that the justices 
appear to be moving toward a sweeping 
ruling that will decide the constitution- 
ality of state statutes aimed at preventing 
the sale of indecent literature. 

The justices have delayed until mid- 
January their decision in the case of 
Butler vs. Michigan, in which a Detroit 
bookseller has challenged a Michigan 
law aimed at preventing sale of books 
that may be harmful to the morals of 
minors. This case was argued before 
the high bench on October 16, 1956. 
Other cases heard by the court during 
October have been decided. 

(Usually when a case is by-passed in 
this manner, it means either that the 
justices are divided and dissenting opin- 
ions are being written by some members 
of the court, or that the court considers 
its opinion so important and fundamental 
that extra time is being spent on prepa- 








ration of the written opinion.) 








Coming Events 


Jan. 7-24, Chicago—Seminar on 
the Church, Labor and the City, 
Presbyterian Institute of Industrial 
Relations. 

Jan. 8-10, Philadelphia — Annual 
meeting, Association of American 
Colleges. 

Jan. 8-18, Buck Hill Falls, Pa. 
—Annual meeting, Board of Missions, 
the Methodist Church. 

Jan. 10-11, Philadelphia—Annual 
meeting, National Association of 
Methodist Schools and Colleges. 

Jan. 14-17, Atlantic City, N. J.— 
Annual meeting, Board of Education, 
the Methodist Church. 

Jan. 16-17, Cleveland — Meeting, 
Commission on Evangelism, Evangel- 
ical and Reformed Church. 

Jan. 16-17, Houston—Fourth an- 
nual assembly, Texas Council of 
Churches. 

Jan. 17-18-19, Louisville — Lay- 
men’s Leadership Institute. 

Jan. 18-25—Week of prayer for 
Christian unity, World Council of 
Churches. 

Jan. 20-26—Church and Economic 
Life Week, National Council of 
Churches. 

Tan. 21-25, Chicago—26th annual 
Minister’s Week, Chicago Theologi- 
cal Seminary. 

Jan. 22-23, Cincinnati—9th an- 
nual convention, Evangelical Press 
Association. 

Jan. 22-24, Washington, D. C.— 
Annual meeting, Board of Temper- 
ance, the Methodist Church. 

Jan. 24, New York—Meeting, 
executive committee, Church World 
Service, National Council of 
Churches. 

Jan. 24-26, Chicago—9th annual 
Christian Writers Conference and 
Workshop. 

Jan. 25-28, Buck Hill Falls, Pa.— 
Meetings, boards and agencies, Con- 
gregational Christian Churches. 

Jan. 27—Temperance Sunday. 

Jan. 27-Feb. 3—Christian Endeavor 
Week. 

Jan. 27-Feb. 
Week. 

Jan. 27-Feb. 3—National YMCA 
Week. 

Jan. 29-Feb. 1, Atlantic City—An- 
nual meeting, National Lutheran 
Council. 

Feb. 1—National Freedom Day. 

Feb. 3—Baptist World Alliance 
Sunday. 

Feb. 4-5, Los Angeles—9th na- 
tional conference on Church and 
State, Protestants and other Amer- 
icans United for Separation of 
Church and State. 

Feb. 4-7, Cincinnati — Meeting, 
General Council, Evangelical and 
Reformed Church. 

Feb. 6-12—Boy Scout Week. 

Feb. 10—Race Relations Sunday. 

Feb. 17—Universal Day of Prayer 
for Students. 


3—National Youth 
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CHRISTIANITY TODAY 





Responsibilities 

Dr. Regin Prenter, professor of theol- 
ogy at the University of Aarhus, has 
warned members of the Danish Parlia- 
nent that too great a dependence upon 
sovernment will stifle self-reliance of the 
people and make them incapable of dem- 
ocratic self-government. 

Speaking at the annual worship serv- 
ice in Copenhagen, marking the opening 
of Parliament, he declared that “the 
oreatest danger of the modern welfare 
state lies in its failure to acknowledge 
its limitations. 

“The danger is that the State not only 
cares materially for those who are not 
ible to take care of themselves, but that 
it will care both materially and _spirit- 
ually for all of us . . . to such a degree 
that the personal responsibility of the 
individual is weakened by it.” 

Taking as his text, “Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself,” Dr. Prenter 
praised “the far-reaching social legisla- 
tion” of recent years which has “put 
in end to much human need and 
misery.” 

“But,” he added, “a democracy can 
live only as long as there is a feeling of 
responsibility in the people. On the day 
when the politicians alone have any re- 
sponsibility and all of us let ourselves 
be blindly led by them . . 
will be finished.” 

Sharp criticism of the sermon was 
voiced by the Danish press. Editors took 
issue on the grounds that it was a “po- 
litical sermon” rather than the “ordinary 
devotional service” customarily delivered 
on the opening of Parliament. 

In response to the criticisms, Dr. Pren- 
ter said “a colorless church service is of 
no devotional value.” 


. democracy 


(He is chairman 
of the Commission on Theology of the 
Lutheran World Federation.) 


Changes in Hungary 

The presidium of the General Synod 
of the Hungarian Lutheran Church has 
acted in Budapest to widen a reorgani- 
zation of the Church begun in the wake 
of the anti-Soviet uprising during Oc- 
tober. 

It confirmed the reinstatement of Dr. 
lajos Ordass, head of the southern dis- 
trict and acting leader of the Church. 
The presidium announced that elections 
will take place this month to fill all other 
church posts, including bishoprics. Re- 
sults of the elections are scheduled to be 
announced January 19. 

The General Synod also reinstated all 
pastors who had been removed or sus- 


pended by the former Communist re- 
gimes for political reasons. 

Bishop Ordass replaces Bishop Laszlo 
Dezsery, former head of the district 
which includes Budapest. Bishop Dezsery 
was named to the post, with the approval 
of the Communist authorities, in 1950, 
only a week after Bishop Ordass was re- 
leased from prison, where he served 20 
months of a two-year sentence for al- 
leged “foreign currency manipulation.” 
Bishop Dezsery resigned recently and 


may soon quit the ministry. 


The General Synod also named 


Bishop Zoltan Turoczy to replace, tem- 
Veto, another 
Communist appointee w ho resigned, as 


porarily, Bishop Lajos 


head of the Trans-Danubian district. 


Digest... 
P Greater Manchester (England) 
Evangelistic Campaign, with the Rev. 
Joseph Blinco as speaker, scheduled 
March 23 to April 13, at Albert Hall. 
Mr. Blinco now serving as associate 
evangelist of Billy Graham team. 
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the first year and $73.43 thereafter for a $5000 policy on the Double Protection 


plan. Think what $5000 
would mean to the happi- | 
ness and well-bejng of your 
entire family! 
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term protection against ac- 
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Sparks in Canada 


Nearly 500,000 persons attended 125 
rallies in the first two months of a 
national evangelistic mission conducted 
by the United Church of Canada. 

“It is impossible to estimate the num- 
ber of persons influenced by these mis- 
sions,” said Dr. W. G. Berry, crusade 
director, “but reports show that large 
numbers came forward to make per- 
sonal decisions for Christ.” 

The missions were held in cities across 
the country. Leading speakers were Dr. 
Alan Walker of Australia, the Rev. 
Joseph Blinco of England and the Rev. 
Leonard Griffiths of Ottawa. 

Dr. Berry said the missions are “only 
a small part of a much larger plan of the 
United Church to conduct the greatest 
evangelistic campaign in its history.” 

The crusade, he said, will “challenge 
every area of Canadian life and culture 
with the Gospel. We propose to offer 
the Gospel not only to individuals but 
also to society as a whole and attack sin 
not only in personal life but also in 
social life.” 

The missions will continue through 
1957. Over 300 rallies are planned dur- 
ing the Lenten season. Speakers from 
overseas will include Dr. Charles Duthie, 
the Rev. Tom Allan of Scotland, Dr. 
Donald Soper and the Rev. William 
Gowland of England. 


Giving Goal Soars 

The present goal for total Southern 
Baptist Convention giving in the year 
1964 is $728,000,000—including $189,- 
000,000 in and _ benevolent 
work. 

In 1955 the total was $335,000,000, 
with $35,000,000 used for missionaries 
and benevolences. 


missionary 


The following goals have been set by 
the SBC executive committee: 

1957—$364,000,000; 1958—$416,- 
000,000; 1959—S$468,000,000; 1960— 
$520,000,000; 1961 —$572,000,000; 
1962—$624,000,000; 1963—$676,000,- 
000. 


Along another front, a survey has dis- 
closed some interesting facts about the 
average Southern Baptist minister in Ten- 
nessee. In his survey, Professor Herbert 
]. Miles of Carson-Newman College, 
found: 

They agree (90 per cent or more) that 
Southern Baptists should not join the 
National Council of Churches, should 
not ordain women to preach, should not 


take part in the Lord’s Supper outside 





a Baptist church and should not accept 





by letter a non-Baptist even though he 
has been immersed. 

They disagree on such issues as capital 
punishment, integration of races and 
performing weddings where one party 
has been divorced. 

The average minister is 41 years old, 
has been preaching 14 years and has 
held five pastorates. 


Lutheran Merger 


Representatives of four American Lu- 
theran churches have agreed to proceed 
at once toward a goal of organic church 
union. 

Delegates, at a meeting in Chicago, 
voted to form a constitution for a united 
Church that will include articles of doc- 
trine as well as “practical matters of 
organization.” 

Involved in the merger plan are the 
United Lutheran Church in America 
(2,270,000 members), Augustana Lu- 
theran Church (536,000 members), Fin- 
nish Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
America (Suomi Synod) (35,000 mem- 
bers), and the American Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (20,000 members). 

“We have among us sufficient ground 
of agreement in the common confession 
of our faith, as witnessed by the Lutheran 
Confessions, to justify further proce- 
dure,” delegates announced. 


Sales on Sunday 

The growing trend of Sunday selling 
throughout the United States received 
a slight setback when the New Jersey 
Supreme Court outlawed the Sunday 
sale of automobiles in the state by 
6-0 vote. 

It was a victory for religious forces in 
the state. They havé been conducting a 
against the tide of 


campaign rising 


business-as-usual on Sunday. 

The state legislature last year enacted 
a law prohibiting the Sunday sale of 
automobiles. Its validity was attacked 
by two New Jersey used car dealers. 

In June, Superior Court Judge How- 
ard Ewart declared the law unconstitu- 
tional. He said it had not been enacted 
to promote the general health, safety 
and welfare, but had as its main purpose 
the controlling of competition in the 
sale of new and used cars. 

The high court’s opinion, prepared 
by Chief Justice Arthur T. Vanderbilt, 
rejected this contention. It maintained 
that the dealers were not being discrimi 
nated against because the ruling applied 
to all motor vehicle dealers and all were 
“protected in their businesses.” 
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Floundering Students 


Recent surveys prove that theological 
students are not being adequately trained 
to grapple with modern church problems, 
Dr. Colin Williams of Australia said 
at the 70th annual meeting of the Theo- 
logical Faculties Union of Chicago. 

Dr. Williams, new professor of his- 
torical theology at Garrett Biblical In- 
stitute, Evanston, Illinois, asserted: 

“Too many unapplied content courses 
and too many ungospelized practical 
courses leave the student frustrated and 
foundering when he takes a church. 
lhere is a big time lag—20 years or more 

between seminary graduation and the 
time a man gets into a church big enough 
to count, and by that time he has for- 
gotten his theology.” 

Dr. Williams expressed fears that 
American Protestantism “identifies Chris- 
tianity with Eisenhower prosperity and 
fails to bring modern culture under the 
judgment of the Gospel.” 

He added: 


“Contemporary religion in the United 
States lacks an of Christ's 
Lordship and sovereignty, which involves 
a break with the world.” 


awareness 


The speaker urged teams of seminary 
professors to go out for workshop con- 
versations with laymen of the churches 
to bring the needs of the 
and the teaching of the semi- 
naries into better focus. 


in order 
churches 


F.D.W. 


Educators Retire 


The second president of a Southern 
Baptist College to announce his retire- 
ment, in recent weeks, is Dr. D. M. Nel- 
son of Mississippi College. 

Exact date of the retirement was not 
announced. 

Dr. Harwell G. Davis has reported he 
will retire as president of Howard Col- 
lege in 1958. 

Nelson has been associated with 
Mississippi College for 50 years. A 
graduate there in 1907, he later served 










as professor of physics before succeeding 
Dr. J]. W. Provine as president in 1932. 

The college increased from 360 stu- 
dents to over 2,000 during his span as 
president. 

In announcing his plans, Dr. Nelson 
said: 
“We have thought that with the com- 
pletion of the library and fine arts build- 
ing and with three other buildings begun 
and on the way toward realization, we 
should transfer the responsibility of the 
presidency to younger and more capable 
shoulders.” 

The board of trustees appointed a 
nominations committee to seek a 
cessor. 


suc- 


No Giving Up 
Pilot John Keenan, who replaced the 
martyred Nate Saint, 


in recent weeks, over 


has been flying, 
Auca villages dis- 
covered after the death of the five mis- 
sionaries. 

He reports that the famous “George,” 
the Auca man who visited the martyrs’ 
camp with his two companions, always 
appears friendly and that he has in his 
possession the model airplane last seen 
floating in the water near the bodies. 

It has been noted that Auca houses 
are adorned with the tin strips used to 
cover the graves of the missionaries. 


College To Close 

Shurtleff College, Alton, Illinois, 129- 
year-old American Baptist College, will 
suspend operations on June 30, accord- 
ing to a vote by the board of trustees. 

One of the mid-west’s oldest edu- 
cational institutions, the college was 
founded by a famous Baptist home mis- 
sionary, John Mason Peck, in 1847. 

The college has been unable to finance 
the additional personnel and equipment 
necessary for accreditation by the North 
Central Association of Colleges. Its fa- 
cilities probably will be taken over by 
Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, 


Illinois, as a branch school. END 
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LESSONS FOR 1957 
The Douglass Sunday School Lessons, by 
Earl L. Douglass. The Macmillan Com- 
pany, New York. $2.95. 

The International Sunday School Les- 
sons and the International Bible Lessons 
for Christian Teaching are used in Sun- 
day schools throughout the world. Sun- 
day school teachers and leaders looking 
for stimulating commentaries on these 
lessons will be rewarded in this volume 
by Dr. Douglass. For forty years this series 
of lesson expositions has been a favorite 
in the United States. 

The author has organized the fifty-two 
lessons in a compact volume of 490 pages. 
The introductory material for each les- 
son includes the Scripture reading, de- 
votional reading and daily Bible readings 
with the printed text from the Scriptures 
for the lesson of the day. In addition, 
there are topics designed to help the 
teacher develop the lesson for young peo- 
ple and adults. The lesson plan includes 
a simple outline usually with four points 
which is very helpful for the teacher. 

The biblical exposition is simple, 
scholarly and conservative in interpreta- 
tion. Pastors and Bible teachers will find 
a library of choice interpretations on the 
heart of the Scriptures. 

The lesson plan includes a section on 
suggested questions and topics for dis- 
cussion, “Suggested Questions and Topics 
for Discussion.” There are usually five 
questions for each lesson, thus simplify- 
ing the discussion period. 

The entire series of studies are made 
relevant to practical life situations. The 
author succeeds in showing how to use 
the biblical text for a twentieth century 
problem. The first quarter studies in- 
clude the Gospel of Matthew. 

Ten lessons in the second quarter on 
Studies in Genesis consider the origin 
of perpetual human issues. The author 
stresses the point that life and salvation 
are the great truths of God’s Word. 

Personalities of the Old Testament 
are made to live again in lessons for the 
third quarter. The lesson on Amos, 
Crusader for Righteousness, is an excel- 
lent example of making an ancient 
prophet of God speak the eternal truth 
for American people in the twentieth 
century. The Sunday school teacher will 
find abundant help on thirteen biogra- 
phies. 


The New Testament themes are 


drawn from I Corinthians, Philippians 
and Philemon in the last quarter’s les- 
sons. The author succeeds again in bring- 
ing truth to life. In the lesson entitled, 
“That I May Know Christ,” page 459, 
based on Philippians 3: 12-14, Dr. Doug- 
lass says, “First we observe that Paul 
realistically regarded life as a struggle. 
The modern idea that we can lie back 
and let peace and confidence come down 
upon us like the gentle rain from heaven, 
finds no support in the New Testament.” 

Temperance lessons are seldom in- 
cluded in graded lesson series. Dr. Doug- 
lass has not only included helpful infor- 
mation on this subject, but he has applied 
the implications of the problem where 
it belongs. He shows by reliable data 
what the results of drinking do in auto- 
mobile accidents, home life, military 
service and among youth in general. 

He includes a bibliography of fifteen 
pamphlets and periodicals which every 
Sunday school leader can use, especially 
for high school students. 


MiutFrorp SHOLUND 


THE NEW EVE 
Christ and the Church, by L. S. Thorn- 


ton. Dacre Press. 18s. 

In this comparatively slender volume 
Dr. Thornton has given us the third and 
final part of his treatise on The Form of 
the Servant, and the thesis of its pages 
is, in the author’s own words, “that the 
whole mystery of the Christ is re-enacted 
in the church.” The relation of Christ 
to the church he sums up in the two 
terms identify and cooperation. The 
doctrine of identity centers around his 
concept of the church as the new Eve 
coupled with that of Christ as the new 
Adam: as Eve was formed from Adam’s 
side while he was in a deep sleep, so 
the church was formed when Christ “fell 
asleep in death upon the cross and his 
newly opened side became the site of the 
new creation.” The doctrine of cooper- 
ation centres around his concept of the 
church, the New Eve, as “the human 
agent through whom the obedience of 
the new Adam becomes effectual in all.” 
As is common with Anglo-Catholic the- 
ology, reconciliation is sought in incar- 
nation rather than in atonement; hence 
Dr. Thornton’s emphasis on the “one 
flesh” concept: as Adam and Eve were 
“one flesh,” so he finds it possible to 
speak of Christ and the church as shar- 
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ing “a common nature in organic iden- 
tity” and constituting “a single organism 
in which Christ is the head and the 
church is the body.” 

Those who are acquainted with Dr. 
Thornton’s earlier books will recognize 
the theme of organic identity: the 
created order is viewed as a progressive 
organic series in which each higher level 
contains and elevates all the lower stages 
of the organic series. It is in the Incar- 
nation that, at last, the highest level is 
seen to be reached; indeed, according to 
Dr. Thornton, it is not until the Incar- 
nation that the plan of creation is fully 
disclosed. On his premises, it must be 
concluded that the Incarnation would 
have taken place even if man had not 
sinned: for “the first creation was,” he 
says, “part of a much larger plan which 
was from the first Christocentric,” so 
that the form of the first creation “is 
determined by the necessity that it shall 
find its fulfillment in the Christ.” Ac 
cordingly he maintains that “the ‘place’ 
of reconciliation with God is the flesh 
of Jesus in which Christ and the church 
are one.” Further, in the Incarnation, 
ex hypothesi, the Son of God embraced 
“all flesh,” so that “the transfigured flesh 
of Jesus was the ‘all flesh’ of creation 
which he had taken to himself.” 

Dr. the New 
Testament miracles of healing a sacra- 
mental quality, so much so that this 
miraculous ministry, bringing wholeness 
to man and thereby effecting the restora- 
tion of creation to its true destiny, is 
propounded by him as continued in the 
church through the sacraments and par- 
ticularly in the “the new 
in which “the bread is trans- 
formed because it is there identified with 
the Lamb of God as the material of his 
eucharistic body.” This “creative identi- 
fication” of the bread with the body of 
Christ is effected by the repetition “in 
a duly authorized way” of the words 
“this is my body” by Christ’s “human 
representative.” It appears that Dr. 
Thornton regards the healing faculty of 
the church, focused in the eucharist, as 
leading gradually to a universal restora- 
tion of all things, until at last “all flesh” 
will be “one flesh” in Christ and the 
evolutionary journey will have reached 
its goal. As for the form of the servant, 
it finds its primary significance within 
the framework of the self-sacrifice of the 
Messiah. As the sacrifice of paschal Lamb 
is defined as “the substance of worship 
in the redeemed order,” this leads again 
to the central significance in Dr. Thorn- 
ton’s system of the eucharist. 


Thornton assigns to 


Eucharist, 


passover,” 
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It is not possible in the space of 
a brief review to deal adequately with 
the important questions raised by a work 
so closely woven in texture as this. 
Throughout, in his use and manipula- 
tion of Scripture, Dr. Thorton applies 
the allegorical method in a manner 
which would have delighted the more 
imaginative of the early fathers and 
which bids fair to rival the 
esoteric exegesis of certain groups of the 
Plymouth Brethren, though it may be 
doubted whether either early fathers or 
Plymouth Brethren would find them- 
selves able to approve of his major con- 
Pure E. Hucues 


more 


clusions. 


SEMI-POPULAR 


Titles of the Triune God, by Herbert 
F. Stevenson. Revell, New York, 1956. 
$2.50. 

In the American 
printing of an English work, the fol- 


forewc rd to this 


lowing statement is inade: “The Bible 
makes no attempt at a definition of God. 
What it does is to give us a wealthy 
of God.” Thus the 
reader is introduced to the theme of this 
little volume. 


characterization 
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First, a few words relative to the 
mechanics of the book. The chapters, 
in the nature of short essays, are or- 
ganized into three groups: “God,” “Our 
Lord Jesus Christ,” and “the Holy 
Spirit.” For the most part, the author 
has followed a chronological or progres- 
sive line of development in the first 
division of his book and a topical or 
nominal one in the latter two. Nothing 
in the way of an exhaustive concordance 
is furnished. 


Second, some remarks relative to the 
content. There are two basic types of 
names treated in such a study: those 
formed from a single word and _ those 
formed from a combination of words. 
In the former class are to be found 
those deriving content from the word 
itself, e.g., “Jehovah,” and those of a 
descriptive nature involving something 
of the metaphor, e.g., “rock,” “shield,” 
etc. In the latter class, the general rule 
submitted is that the first word retains 
its own meaning while the subsequent 
word or words is an additional “unfold- 
ing of His Person, or will, or provision 
for His people” (p. 37). New experi- 
ences sometimes demanded new names. 
In some instances these names were 
ascribed to God by men while in other 
instances they were pronounced to man 
by God. In passing from the first divi- 
sion into the second, one moves into an 
area in which some change in meaning 
is evident, i.e., prophetic names of the 
Old Testament move into their New 
Testament fulfillment in the Incarnate 
Son and words of common use are given 
a deep, sacred content. The author's 
treatment of the third division, the Names 
of the Spirit, which he calls a major 
theme in the New Testament, is Trini- 
tarian and shows how in this area one 
moves from the vague and implicit Old 
Testament treatment of the Spirit of 
God into the concrete and explicit New 
Testament treatment of the Holy Spirit, 
the third person of the Trinity. 

Third, a brief criticism of the book. For 
a proper perspective, one must keep 
in mind what must have been the au- 
thor’s purpose in writing the volume. 
It is, first of all, to fill the gap created 
by the lack of any book treating “all the 
names and titles of the Three Persons of 
the Trinity,” Cp. 7). Thus the scope is 
extensive rather than intensive. It is, 
. . . for scholars but 
for students—for just plain you and me” 
(p. 6). Thus the nature and tenor of 
the book is what one may call “semi- 
popular.” For the pastor, this book will 


be extremely suggestive homiletically; for 


next, written “not 





the layman it furnishes a guide for prof- 
itable devotional study; and for the 
scholar, in either group, it gives a good 
“bird's eye view” of the subject plus a 
four page bibliography. The author has 
not purposed to enter into the arena of 
theological debate and therefore the ex- 
pression of his own personal views with- 
out development at points is only to be 
expected, e.g., “the gap theory” Cp. 171), 
his millennial view (p. 87), etc. Oc- 
casionally there is, we feel, a tendency to 
overdo the typology element. 
Herricu B, Ermer 


INTELLIGIBLE TO LAYMEN 


God In His World, by Charles S. 
Duthie. Abingdon Press, Nashville. 
$2.50. 

Testifying that “the events of my own 
life have compelled me, from very early 
days, to see how necessary it is to take 
Christian thought and Christian evange- 
lism with equal seriousness” (p. 7), Dr. 
Duthie has been concerned to present 
a theology that will be intelligible to 
laymen and that will serve them well 
in their efforts to win others to Christ. 
Out of a background that includes the 
pastorate, the chaplaincy, teaching, and 
participation in the Tell Scotland Move- 
ment of evangelism, he writes with a 
passion and with an ability to state old 
truths in fresh ways. 

The author recognizes that many who 
previously had no interest in things 
spiritual are today groping for something 
that will satisfy their hearts, and he is 
concerned that the Christian faith be 
presented to them in an intelligible form. 
His interest in doctrine is to the end 
that men may come to know Christ as 
He is offered in the Word, and that 
they in turn may be used to bring other 
groping souls to him. 

This is obviously a worthy aim, and 
it is good to be able to report that in 
a real measure, the author accomplishes 
his purpose. Recognizing the importance 
both of working from the Gospel out to 
the situation of modern man, and from 
the situation of man back to the Gospel, 
he does both effectively. His writing is 
full of fresh spiritual insights, and 
whether he is dealing with our beliefs in 
the persons of the Godhead, or in the 
opportunities which confront the Church 
today, his treatment is vigorous and 
helpful. 

Each reader will have his own favorites 
among the chapters of the book, but 
there are highlights here that should 
have the widest appeal. The presenta- 
tion of the meaning of surrender in the 
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closing chapter of the book, for example, 
is a masterpiece. Dr. Duthie describes it 
under the headings of capitulation, ac- 
ceptance, communion and _ confidence. 
Developing these thoughts, he shows that 
in the biblical sense, surrender is giving 
in to God, taking in from God, drawing 
near to God and trusting in God. 

All of which is not to say that there 
are not occasional disappointments in the 
hook. Dr. Duthie gives a central place 
to Christ’s redemptive work on the cross, 
but he cannot quite bring himself to 
admit that Christ was punished for our 
sins (p. 33). He seems to feel that the 
formation of the World Council of 
Churches marks a major step forward 
in Christian unity. His acknowledged 
indebtedness to liberal scholars is at times 
disturbing. But without denying or 
minimizing these disappointments, it 
must be said that Dr. Duthie has some- 
thing for us, and that his message is 


well worth heeding. H. L. Fenton, Jr. 


















FAITH FADES AWAY 


Sermons from an Ecumenical Pulpit, 
edited by Max F. Daskam. Starr King, 
Boston. $5.50. 

The Unitarian fellowship of German- 
town Cit doesn’t say where, but pre- 
sumably that is the Boston influence) 
does not have a resident minister. In- 
stead, this congregation invites prominent 
preachers of every faith to occupy its 
nalglh for a few Sundays at a time. The 
plan has been in operation for twenty 
vears and if the sermons in this book 
‘aithfully represent the result, the pul- 
pit committee must draw its names from 
Who’s Who among America’s pulpiteers. 
Niebuhr, Tillich, Paul Scherer, James 
Cleland, Van Dusen, Fosdick, McCrack- 
en and Norman Thomas are among the 
many who contributed one sermon each 
to this collection. 

“But how,” Max F. Daskam, the edi- 
tor, reports they often are asked, “can 
vou have (all denominations) in one 
pulpit? Don’t they contradict one an- 
other?” By way of reply Mr. Daskam 
teports that it is their experience that 
“denominational differences tend to fade 
‘way aS our guest ministers stress the 
great and eternal truths of our Christian 
faith.” He would have spoken more ac- 
curately had he said that in these sermons 
whatever is explicit about the Christian 
faith tends to fade away. 

The sermons are collected under 
Significant headings, such as: I. What 
Goodness for Man; III. The Nature of 
Jesus; VI. The Larger Hope. When 
the time comes for him to speak, Niebuhr 



























affirms the impossible possibility of hu- 
man perfection; Tillich, that one can be 
righteous and yet feel no relief because 
little is forgiven him; Rabbi David W. 
Wise, that a true God-concept is one 
which does not fractionalize the Uni- 
verse, accepting pleasure, for instance, 
but not pain, but is one which accepts 
all of life and substance as a part of 
God and His never-ending process; 
Harry C. Meserve, that you understand 
Jesus when you see Him to have been 
a man who found his vocation, that of 
a religious teacher, and went about talk- 
ing, “not about God, or any 
significant religious idea, but about the 
life that he found around him” with its 
necessities to maintain faith amid cor- 
ruption and to get along with other hu- 
man beings; Cleland, that we must get 
to know Jesus if we are to fit our lives 
to the ethical discernments and de- 
mands of our Lord and Master, for only 
in loving Him will we grow more like 
Him until our new conduct becomes 
second nature with us—theologically, this 
means re-birth; Elton Trueblood, that 
true freedom follows the recovery of the 
disciplined Christian life; Bishop Oxnam, 
that the ideals of a peaceful world and 
a unified church can be kept alive if we 
keep close to Jesus who incorporated 
those ideals; and Halford Luccock, that 
Easter is far more than an affirmation 
about the length of life, it is a symbol 
of the reality and the triumph of the 
spiritual world, the miracle of a life 
lived in a new relationship to God. 
These are beautiful sermons. They 
are so beautiful, in fact, that almost 
everyone would enjoy reading them. 
But I am reminded that it is occasionally 
possible to string beautiful sentiments 
together without preaching the Scrip- 
tures. And this book suffers from the 
scarcity of a clear Word unto Salvation. 
G. Arken TAYLor 
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PSYCHOLOGICAL APPROACH 
The Pastoral Epistles and the Mind of 


Paul, by Donald Guthrie, Tyndale, Lon- 
don. 1s.6d. 


This pamphlet of 44 pages reproduces 
the Tyndale New Testament Lecture for 
1955; it deals with a subject to which the 
lecturer, who is Tutor in New Testament 
in London Bible College, has devoted 
special study for a number of years. 

In contemporary discussions of the 
New Testament Epistles, it is generally 
taken for granted that the three Pastoral 
Epistles—the two addressed to Timothy 
and one to Titus—cannot, as they stand, 
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be ascribed to Paul. Some regard them 
as completely pseudonymous (one Ger- 
man scholar has recently suggested that 
they were composed by Polycarp of 
Smyrna, martyred in A.D. 156); others 
recognize genuine Pauline fragments 
embedded in them. Among the latter the 
most eminent name is that of the veteran 
English scholar P. N. Harrison, whose 
painstaking study, The Problem of the 
Pastoral Epistles (1921), has perhaps 
done more than any other work to con- 
vince scholars that Paul was not the 
author of these letters in their present 
form. Yet the case against Pauline au- 
thorship has not been permitted to make 
its way without contradiction; commen- 
taries maintaining their authenticity have 
been produced in recent years by Jeremias 
in Germany, by Spicq in France, and by 
E. K. Simpson in England and the 
scholarship of these writers is unim- 


peachable. 


Mr. Guthrie defends the genuineness 
of the three epistles from the psychologi- 
cal point of view. His approach involves 
linguistic and doctrinal considerations. 
Dr. Harrison laid particular stress on the 
differences in style and vocabulary be- 
tween the earlier Pauline letters and the 
Pastorals. Mr. Guthrie does not challenge 
Dr. Harrison’s data, but claims that other 
data must be taken into account as well 
and that the inferences drawn from the 
data by Dr. Harrison are not so certain 
as many suppose. To make the situation 
clearer, he supplies at the end of his 
study (among other linguistic appen- 
dixes) a list of particles and other small 
words which constitute the connective 
tissue of language, comparing their use in 
the Pastorals with their use in the earlier 
epistles. 


Paul’s increasing years and the chang- 
ing needs of the church account for the 
less dynamic approach and more formal- 
ized theology of the Pastorals. In an ex- 
amination of the summaries of the doc- 


trine called the “faithful sayings,” Mr. 
Guthrie points out that, with the excep- 
tion of that in I Timothy 3:1 (where, 
it might be added, the Western text reads 
“popular” instead of “faithful”, the doc- 
trine summarized is thoroughly Pauline. 

Mr. Guthrie does not shirk the difficul- 
ties which a defender of the epistles’ 
authenticity has to face, but he concludes 
that the difficulties inherent in the pseu- 
donymous and fragmentary theories are 
greater, especially on the psychological 
side. His arguments ought to receive the 
serious attention of all careful students 
of the New Testament. F. F. Brucs 
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CHRISTIAN VERSE 


The Valley of Silence, by Jack Shuler. 
Zondervan, Grand Rapids. 

This _well-printed and attractively 
bound volume contains 94 selections. 
Some of them are by such well known 
writers as Annie Johnson Flint, Grace 
Noll Crowell and Ella Wheeler Wilcox, 
and there is one each by John Greenleaf 
Whittier, Rudyard Kipling and Charles 
Dickens. Forty-two of the pieces are 
listed as by unknown authors. Sometimes 
a textual comparison with such a book 
as J. D. Morrison’s Masterpieces of Re- 
ligious Verse would have improved the 
printed version, e.g., in “Making Harbor” 
where about half the first stanza is omit- 
ted in Shuler’s collection. 


These selections are fairly uniform in 
quality. They belong, however, not to 
poetry proper but to verse. In the Fore- 
word the publisher describes them as 
“writing for every occasion . . . the fit- 
ting conclusion to a sermon, the effective 
opening to a speech.” Verse lends itself 
to such ends; poetry does not. Genuine 
poetry operates in a different capacity 
than to gild the lily. It is not decorative 
but rather carries its own essential au- 
tonomy. It penetrates not with the pin 
prick of a self-evident moral but with a 
massiveness which is as freighted with 
meaning as life itself. Verse can afford 
to be facile, clever, ingenious. Poetry 
proper is original, expansive and gener- 
ative. Verse may toy with an idea; 
poetry thrusts toward truth itself. Verse 
is generally satisied with a mere twist 
of meaning; poetry presents the genuinely 
significant. Verse is descriptive; poetry 
presentational and symbolic. Verse is 
usually practical and didactic; poetry, if 
it is to be called functional at all, is func- 
tional at the root of man’s being. In a 
word, verse may deal with the surface of 
things, but poetry will content itself with 
nothing less than the center. 

The selections in Mr. Shuler’s book 
are as good as the average of Christian 
verse, but too often they are marked by 
the inevitable characteristics — cliches, 
forced rhymes, padded lines and the 
like. The time is ripe for orthodox Chris- 
tians with a gift for writing to attempt 
devotional verse in the great tradition of 
literature itself. Crype S. Kirtsy 


SIMPLE TESTIMONY 
The Angel Spreads her Wings, by 
Maxine Garrison. Revell, Westwood, 


New Jersey. 
This is a book about a book. Maxine 


Garrison, a friend of Dale Evans and 
Roy Rogers, tells the story behind the 
writing of Dale’s little book, Angel Un- 
aware. 

She tells the heartache and faith 
behind the writing of that beautiful vol- 
ume and describes the way in which it 
was received by the public. Many quotes 
are given from letters received by Dale 
Rogers showing how her simple testimony 
of the mission of her frail, short-lived, 
Mongoloid daughter has inspired and 
comforted others, particularly those with 
similar experiences. 

As interesting as it is, I regret that 
no mention is made in this book of the 
precise nature of Dale Evans’ faith. In 
Angel Unaware we see her insistence 
upon a proper relationship with Christ. 
Edwin Orr vouches for Dale’s genuine 
Christian faith in his book, The Truth 
Behind the Hcllywood Christian Group. 
But if one reads Maxine Garrison’s book 
alone, he gathers, I am afraid, that Dale’s 
faith is some beautiful, mystical thing 
having little or no connection with or- 
thodox Christian faith. 

Norma R. Exus 


COMPOSITE VOLUME 


Encyclopedia of Morals, edited by Ver- 
gilius Ferm. Philosophical Library, New 
York, 1956. $10.00. 


Here is another composite volume 
edited by tha indefatigable compiler, 
Vergilius Ferm. The first entry on the 
Aboriginals of Yirkalla emphasizes the 
statement in the Preface that the material 
is not only philosophical but also anthro- 
pological. 

Then when we come to Puritan Morals 
(12 pages, double columns), we find 
more description of their allegedly dis- 
agreeable conduct than exposition of 
theory. The articles on Aristotle, Kant, 
and Sidgwick are well written. The 
difficulties, particularly in the last two 
thinkers, are lightly touched on, as may 
be wise in an Encyclopedia; Aristotle re- 
ceives more criticism, though the total 
effect is not so clear. Christian Moral 
Philosophy (49 columns) dates the Mo- 
saic Law after the prophets and claims 
that the Pharisees were the legitimate 
heirs of Ezekiel; but in contrast with this 
radical view the author recognizes the 
eschatological theme of the Sermon on 
the Mount and gives a tolerably good 
account of Romans. Justification by faith 
is explained, and the infliction of a penal- 
ty on Christ is acknowledged. 

As it is impossible to review every 
article in an encyclopedia, these must 
suffice as samples. Gorpon H. Ciark 
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REVIEW OF 


Religious Though 


(,OETHE ONCE REMARKED, after |mman- 
uel Kant wrote in 1793 about the radical 
evil in the leart of man, that Kant had 
dirtied his philosophical robe with the 
stain of original sin. Others were more 
concerned to say that the philosopher had 
insulted humanity. This was under- 
standable, for the expression Kant used 
reminded people of the Reformation doc- 
trine of the corruption of the human 
soul. And this was a contession sternly 
maintained in the face of Humanism, 
which proceeded from belief in the pro- 
found and ultimate goodness of the hu- 
man heart. The bitter encounter be- 
tween Kant and Goethe is often cited 
in books concerning humanity, but it 
brings to mind for our purpose a prob- 
lem that transcends the dispute between 
these two thinkers. The question is: 
what can we expect of man? Can man 
rely on man and can he trust himself 
to be led by man? 

There were those in Kant's time who 
were willing to forgive Kant for a notion 
that could be explained by means of the 
influence on him of his family tradition. 
But most people judged that he went 
much too far. If he had to speak of 
humanity, there were other, better 
things to be mentioned. It is, however, 
actually remarkable that Kant’s severe 
judgment concerning man’s radically 
evil nature had a bright side. For with 
Kant too there appeared, at the last mo- 
ment as it were, an escape from this 
corruption. He spoke, indeed, of a rev- 
olution that was required in the per- 
spective of man in order to make good 
his rescue. But though he compared 
this revolution with the biblical talk of 
the re-birth, he found the solution in 
human freedom by which man could 
arrive on his own steam. In the light 
of this, it is questionable whether Kant 
actually gave Goethe very much reason 
for his protest. 


* In the meanwhile, this anecdote may 
set us to some serious thought in our 
own time when the question of man has 
again been pushed into the foreground. 
In the history of thought we can see a 
tendency again and again to hold high 
the value of man and to refuse to mini- 
mize his capacities. We see this in 
Humanism, which, in various forms, 
never fully recedes from history. It was 
inexplicable for Erasmus, for example, 


that Luther refused to teach the free 
will of man, that he insisted on talking 
of the bondage of the will. 
had more respect for man. 


Erasmus 
And it is 
understandable that he is still the patron 
saint of Humanism. 

After the Second World War, the 
“Humanist Association” was established 
in the Netherlands. An appeal was 
made (after the catastrophe) to fill in 
the ranks and get going again. The 
appeal was to the basic humanity of 
the people. It is interesting that great 
disillusionments often awaken new 
trust in man. Evil is explained by cir- 
The possibility is held out 
of going back to the deeper forces of 
human personality. No matter how many 
disillusionments man may suffer, he re- 
mains faithful to his confidence in the 
resources of humanity. 


cumstances. 


In our time, however, many humanists 
are saying that we cannot, as previously, 
be unqualified optimists. There is a 
recognition of dark and demonic powers 
working in man—an admission that 
humanists must this time be realistic 
humanists. The horrible aberrations of 
human life are so manifest that human- 
ists cannot themselves go on talking 
simply about the goodness of man. The 
eloquence of anti-Semitism and the con- 
centration camps is too persistent to he 
avoided. Still when the chips are down, 
the light shines through. The great 
conflict which according to the New 
Testament was engaged and won by 
Jesus Christ is assumed instead by man- 
kind; it is thought that man_ himself 
shall vet victor in this 


appear as the 


present battle. 


€ One wonders what the background 
of this perennially renewed confidence 
in man might be. Will this confidence 
never fail? Shall the dogma of man’s 
innate goodness continue to persist in 
this age when the shocks that humanity 
suffers have been so terrific that some 
human acts have been universally 
branded as inhuman? After the Neu- 
renburg trials, one responsible writer 
wrote that such criminals were not to be 
regarded any longer as human. This is 
too simple a way to dispense with the 
grotesque aberrations of humanity. This 
brings us close to Phariseeism; it is a 
way of holding ourselves aloof from these 


crimes. No, whatever darkness closes 
in on us in this age, we shall have 
to confess that it is the darkness of 
humanity, of the humanity of which 
we are part. We cannot get rid of the 
darkness by raising ourselves above it. 
The confession concerning the evil 
of man has persistently been explained 
as a form of pessimism. Augustine was 
accused of Manichean influences in his 
confession of the evil in man. (CAugus- 
tine was a Manichean for nine years.) 
The same pessimism was charged to the 
Reformers. But the Reformation con- 
fession of man’s evil has nothing to do 
with pessimism. The Christian Church 
was concerned about the burning ques- 
tion of man’s self-redemption, a question 
which hovers in the background of many 
streams of thought in our own time. It 
is relatively unimportant whether one 
looks for this self-redemption through 
the state, society, or from man in his 
individual striving. For in all these 
forms of self-redemption we have to do 
with the healthy who are in need of no 
physician. Christ spoke his most sharp 
and revealing word against such people. 
In the confession concerning the 
radical evil of man we are not dealing 
with a more or less pessimistic or opti- 
mistic mentality. We are faced with the 
decisive question of redemption. For 
this reason, it is not surprising that the 
questions arising around Jesus Christ as 
the Redeemer of men are followed by 
questions concerning man himself. In 
our own time one of these questions is 
that of human freedom. The existential- 
ism of Sartre is freighted with this very 
problem. The entire human existence 
is set on the fork of the freedom of man, 
who must develop his life without refer- 
ence to dependence on divine power. 
But there is also recognizable in Sartre 
Man, 


refusing to capitulate to grace, must al- 


a profound resistance to grace. 
ways blaze his own trail in freedom to 
recommend 
We 


are wondering just now whether exis- 


freedom. He must also 


freedom to the children of his time. 


tentialism has seen its day or whether 
We 


need not wager an answer to this, though 


it is yet expanding its influence. 


we do note many who are saying that in 
existentialism life is delivered to chaos. 
More important for us, however, is that 
in every adventure in self-redemption 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ is and remains 
the great scandal. This says again that 
the struggle of the Gospel shall be part 
of our ministry until the Last Day. 


G. C. BerxouwEr 
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